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LOCAL  BUILDER  RESTORING  HISTORIC  MILL 

After  decades  of  decrepitude,  the  Old 
Red  Mill  on  Route  7  A  opposite  the  green 
in  Ashley  Falls  is  looking  spruce  and  trim. 
Under  the  guidance  of  Howard  Chezar, 
a  Great  Barrington-based  builder,  the 
historic  structure  is  getting  a  second  life 
as  a  spectacular  and  unusual  residence. 

A  chimney  has  risen  atop  the  concrete 
chamber  that  diverted  water  into  the 
mill's  two  turbines  (still  in  place).  The 
shabby  scarlet  clapboard  siding  has  been 
replaced  with  crisp  salmon  boards,  a  his- 
toric color  found  under  some  green  paint 
on  an  original  pair  of  shutters.  A  new 
retaining  wall  will  edge  the  millrace  that 
once  diverted  water  from  the  Konkapot 
River  to  power  first  the  water  wheel,  then 
the  turbines,  that  made  the  wheels  of  the 
mill  go  round.  The  channel  is  now  filled 
with  sediment,  but  will  be  dredged  to  al- 
low water  to  flow  over  a  small  falls  to  the 
millpond  below  the  structure. 

Colonel  John  Ashley — of  Ashley 
Falls — granted  the  "mill  privilege"  for  the 
prime  location  to  his  cousin  Ezekial,  who 


Howard  Chezar  and  the  historic  Ashley  Falls  mill  The  millpond  is  at  the  right 


built  the  mill  in  1737.  The  first  gristmill 
in  western  Massachusetts,  it  was  in  the 
Ashley  family  for  four  generations.  In 
addition,  cider  and  nail  mills  were  also 
constructed  nearby. 

"I  didn't  know  what  grist'  was  until 


TOWN  MEETING  AND  ELECTION  RESULTS, 
AND  FURTHER  CONSEQUENCES 


Sheffield's  annual  Town  Meeting  on  May 
7  was  attended  by  322  registered  voters, 
or  15  percent  of  the  2,142  total. 

Voters  at  the  meeting  considered 
many  issues.  They  defeated  funding  for 
a  new  senior  center  on  donated  land 
on  Cook  Ave.  by  the  American  Legion 
143  to  89,  with  those  voting  against  the 
warrant  article  expressing  doubts  about 
the  design  of  the  project  and  the  wisdom 
of  committing  $650,000  in  town  funds 


before  seeking  funding  from  the  state. 

The  voters  accepted  a  gift  of  land  by 
the  Covered  Bridge  (see  story  on  page  5). 
They  approved  zoning  by-law  changes  and 
a  change  to  the  town's  personnel  policy 
strengthening  the  procedures  for  employee 
grievances,  an  item  that  had  been  placed 
on  the  warrant  via  a  citizen's  petition  orga- 
nized by  Priscilla  Cote. 

Much  of  the  meeting  was  devoted  to 

Continued  on  page  12 


recently,"  said  Chezar,  giving  a  tour  of  the 
renovation. "It's  grain  cracked,  not  ground 
to  flour,  to  make  it  more  digestible  for 
livestock."  For  two  centuries,  carts  and 
wagons  from  local  farmers  brought  grain 
to  the  Old  Red  Mill  and  left  with  feed  for 
livestock.  Later,  flour  was  also  ground  here. 

The  mill  was  powered  by  the  water 
wheel  for  more  than  100  years.  Around 
1860,  the  water  wheel  was  replaced  with 
turbines,  which  in  turn  powered  four 
grindstones.  The  bottom  half  of  one 
grindstone  will  be  incorporated  into 
the  ground  level  living  space  of  the  new 
residence.  The  other  half  will  be  worked 
into  the  cobblestone  paving  that  will  be 
installed  in  front  of  the  building. 

The  mill  stopped  operation  in  the 
early  20th  century,  but  the  Red  Mill  Bak- 
ery, attached  to  the  mill,  was  in  business 
Continued  on  page  3 
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Celebratunty? 

If  you  or  someone  you  know  is 
celebrating  an  important  birthday, 
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event,  let  the  Sheffield  Times  know 
at  sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com  and 
we'll  try  to  cover  it. 


Sheffield 


rii 


Community  Newsletter  for 
Sheffield  &  Ashley  Falls,  MA 

Editors:  Kathy  Orlando  &  Andrea  Scott 
Library  Editor:  Peter  Rowntree 
Advertising  Sales:  Tara  White 

Distribution:  Inez  Flinn.  Staff:  Sandy 

&  Dale  Alden,  Rae  Eastman,  Fred 

Gordon,  Gillian  Hettinger,  Ellen 

Rowntree,  Judy  Schumer,  Ellen  Weiss, 

Barbara  West,  John  Wightman 

Published  by 

The  Sheffield  Association 

P.O.  Box  1339 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 


THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES  IS  LOOKING  FOR 
A  LAYOUT  EDITOR 
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community  endeavor?  The  Sheffield  Times  is  looking  for  a  layout/ 
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small  honorarium. 

If  you're  interested,  send  an  e-mail  with  your  background  to  the 
Sheffield  Times:  sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com. 


THANKYOU! 


Photo  credits:  Kathy  Orlando,  page  1,  3, 
19,  22,  25;  Ellen  Rowntree,  page  4,6,8- 
9,  11;  Rene  Wood,  page  11,  Joanna 
Jennings,  page  24. 


Barbara  A.  Cartinelli 

Diana  D.  Cummings 

Sarah  E.  Cook 

Audrey  &  Donald  Cruikshank 

William  &  Dorothy  Devoti 

Margit  &  Branch  Elam 

Janet  &  Bart  Elsbach 

Sharon  Gregory 

Charles  H.Joch.Jr. 

Edward  &  Nancy  Knapp 

Col.  John  J.&  Dorothy  A.  Koneaszny 


David  &  Nancy  Macy 
James  &  Melissa  Noe 
Evelyn  E.  Small  &Valerie  Pickert 
Phyllis  &  Shawn  Samuels 
Robert  &  Nancy  Smith 
Judith  &  Gary  Schumer 
Kenneth  G.Spencer 
Robert  &  Ann  Shanks 
Wanda  Magdeleine  Styka 
Sebastian's  Salon  &  Spa 
Joseph  &  Darleen  Wilkinson 


and  to  all  the  volunteers  whose  contributions 
help  keep  the  Sheffield  Times  going. 


Continued  from  pave  1 


from  the  mid  1930s  to  1960.  'llic  bakery 
is  still  fondly  remembered  by  many 
Ashley  Falls  residents,  who  would  stop  by 
regularly  to  pick  up  bread  and  pastries. 

In  1969,  a  fire  burned  down  the 
outbuildings,  and  the  mill  itself  suffered 
serious  water  damage.  The  building 
lay  neglected  until  1988,  when  it  was 
repaired  and  a  new  roof  installed.  The 
building  was  for  sale  for  more  than  10 
years  when  Chezar  bought  the  property 
in  2003. 

"No  one  wanted  to  grapple  with  all 
the  issues  and  problems,"  he  said.  The 
"issues  and  problems"  went  beyond  those 
of  restoring  a  building  in  severe  disrepair. 
The  mill  is  an  important  historic  building 
in  the  Ashley  Falls  Historic  District,  so  it 
was  important  to  work  with  the  Ashley 
Falls  Historic  District  Commission  to 
be  sure  the  building  facades  visible  from 
Route  7A  stayed  true  to  the  historic 
nature  of  the  building.  The  windows  on 
those  sides  are  modest.  A  deck  off  the 
master  bedroom  on  the  second  floor  was 
rejected  since  that  kind  of  structure  is  not 
in  keeping.  The  commission  also  wanted 
the  cupola  restored,  even  though  it  wasn't 
part  of  the  original  structure.  (It  had 
been  added  around  1900.)  Chezar  is  now 
happy  he  spent  the  money  on  it — it  gives 
the  building  more  presence  and  does 
what  a  cupola  is  designed  to  do,  provide 
ventilation  and  light. 

With  little  land — most  of  the  proper- 
ty is  water — installation  of  a  modern,  up- 
to-code  septic  system  was  a  puzzle.  The 
solution  was  to  move  the  well  from  the 
center  of  the  property  to  one  edge,  with 
the  septic  field  directed  toward  the  other. 
Given  the  proximity  of  the  construc- 
tion to  water — the  mill  building  actually 
sits  above  the  millpond — state  wetlands 
guidelines  also  had  to  be  met,  working 
with  the  Conservation  Commission. 

Chezar  and  his  architect,  Larry  Wente 
of  Gertler  Wente  Kerbykian  Architects  of 
New  York  City,  worked  with  local  agen- 
cies and  the  town  for  more  than  a  year 
before  construction  started.  The  project  is 
expected  to  be  finished  this  September. 

The  restored  mill  will  be  a  residence 
on  four  floors.  The  main  floor,  at  ground 
level,  will  be  mostly  open,  with  a  kitchen 
tucked  in  one  corner  and  an  office  located 
in  the  mill's  old  office  in  the  other  corner. 
Part  of  this  floor,  the  space  framed  by 
original  timbers,  will  be  two  stories  high. 


Top:  artist's  rendering  of 

how  the  restored  mill  will 

look,  with  the  breezeway 

leading  along  the  millrace 

from  garage  at  left.  Right:  the 

old  mill  as  it  looked  in  1870. 

The  cupola  was  added  around 

1900  and  has  been  included 

in  the  restoration. 


On  the  pond  side  (not  visible  from  the 
street),  a  new  two-story-high  window 
will  be  cantilevered  out  two  feet  for  a 
dramatic  view  of  the  pond  and  the  rock 
outcropping  beyond.  The  protruding 
window  will  act  as  a  light  scoop  and  help 
make  up  for  the  smallish  windows  on  the 
other  three  sides. 

The  second  floor  will  have  four  bed- 
rooms off  a  hall  that  partially  overlooks  the 
living  space  below.  The  third  floor  will  be  a 
huge  open  space  suitable  for  a  studio,  with 
lots  of  storage  tucked  behind  the  knee  walls. 

The  residence's  unique  room,  however, 
will  be  in  the  "basement."  One  floor  down 
from  the  main  floor  will  be  a  snug  room 
half  the  width  of  the  mill,  with  a  window 
overlooking  the  pond  and  space  for  wet 
bar  and  wine  cellar.  The  interior  wall  will 
be  glass,  with  a  dramatically  lit  view  of 
the  original  14-inch  chestnut  timbers  and 
the  gears  and  cogs  of  the  mill. 
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A  breezeway  along  the  millrace  will 
connect  to  a  separate  garage.  Chezar  has 
been  restoring  that  waterway  in  such  a 
way  that  someday  it  can  be  hooked  up  to 
an  electric  turbine  outside  the  mill  build- 
ing and  generate  power. 

The  restored  Old  Red  Mill  will  go  on 
the  market  in  the  fall  with  an  asking  price 
still  to  be  determined. 

"The  process  of  working  on  the  mill 
has  been  one  of  the  most  exciting  projects 
in  my  career,"  Chezar  says.  "It  combines 
all  I  have  learned  in  many  disciplines, 
but  what  makes  it  even  more  thrilling  is 
knowing  that  there  are  so  many  people 
who  are  connected  to  it,  either  because 
they  almost'  bought  the  mill  or  because 
they  have  a  historical  relationship  to  it. 
I  can't  wait  to  invite  them  all  to  a  party 
to  celebrate  the  mill's  restoration  and 
transformation.  I  hope  they  like  what  I 
have  done!"  — Andrea  Scott 


ROWNTREE  RESIGNS  AS  LIBRARY  TRUSTEE 


Peter  Rowntree  resigned  from  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library 
effective  June  18,  saying  he  could  no  lon- 
ger continue  to  work  with  the  Director 
and  the  other  Trustees  because  of  "serious 
differences  of  opinion"  on  matters  of 
personnel  management,  community  rela- 
tions and  the  role  and  responsibilities  of 
the  trustees.  Rowntree  was  elected  to  the 
position  in  May  2005. 

In  his  letter  of  resignation,  he  said 


he  regretted  resigning  partway  through 
his  term  but  felt  that  "it  would  be  in 
the  best  interests  of  the  Library"  for 
him  to  do  so.  He  went  on  to  state  his 
"enormous  respect  and  admiration  for 
both  the  Library  and  Director  Nancy 
Hahn,"  saying  all  residents  of  Sheffield 
should  be  proud  of  this  institution  and 
that  Hahn  is  primarily  responsible  for 
the  "remarkable  success"  of  the  Library 
during  her  tenure. 


Community  News 


VOLUNTEERS  PROVIDE  SAFETY  NET  FOR  SOUTH  COUNTY  SENIORS 

Are  you  a  homebound  elder  or  a  disabled  person  over  18  and 
unable  to  prepare  midday  meals  for  yourself?  Or  are  you  an 
elder  with  inadequate  kitchen  facilities  and  no  family  to  bring 
you  meals?  Would  you  enjoy  having  a  friendly  visitor  for  a  few 
minutes  each  day? 

Meals  on  Wheels  provides  more  than  750  warm  meals  every 
weekday  (excluding  holidays  and  bad  weather  days)  to  eligible 
homebound  residents  in  Berkshire  County.  The  national  Meals 
on  Wheels  organization  was  founded  more  than  50  years  ago 
and  contracts  with  local  organizations — in  this  case,  Elder 
Services  of  Berkshire  County  in  Pittsfleld. 

Clients  are  asked  to  make  a  voluntary  donation  of  $2  per 
meal — the  total  cost  is  $5.94 — but  this  is  not  required.  Most 
clients  receive  meals  every  day,  although  some  are  on  a  three  - 
day-a-week  schedule.  Each  meal  includes  meat,  vegetables,  des- 
sert, bread  and  milk,  and  the  meals  can  be  customized  to  meet 
the  nutritional  needs  of  the  recipients.  Menus  are  printed  in 
advance  in  The  Berkshire  Senior,  Elder  Service's  monthly  news- 
letter. Often,  when  patients  are  leaving  the  hospital  in  need  of 
supportive  home  help,  they  are  referred  to  Elder  Services,  which 
assigns  a  caseworker  to  visit  the  senior  to  determine  the  need. 

The  program  depends  heavily  on  volunteer  drivers,  orga- 
nized by  Barbara  Fletcher,  assistant  director  of  the  Sheffield 
Senior  Center,  Currently,  14  retired  seniors  from  Sheffield, 
Mill  River  and  Alford  are  drivers  for  the  Sheffield,  Ashley  Falls, 
Southfield,  Mill  River  and  New  Marlborough  route.  Seven  of 
these  are  regular  drivers,  each  with  a  specific  weekday:  Frank 
Clark,  Sandy  Ross,  Wes  Petersen,  Jeannette  Johnson  and 
Charles  and  Mary  Joch  for  six  months  a  year  shared  with  Marie 
Kirchner  for  the  other  six  months.  Seven  are  substitutes:  War- 
ren Wilcox  and  Claire  Langdon,  Peter  Traub,  Herb  Abelow, 
Tom  Young  and  Art  and  Anne  Hyatt. 

To  see  what  being  a  driver  entails,  a  few  weeks  ago,  I  ac- 
companied Art  and  Anne,  who  were  substituting  for  the  regular 
Friday  driver.  I  met  the  Hyatts  at  10am  at  the  Sheffield  Senior 
Center,  where  we  collected  hot  and  cold  food  containers  that  we 
took  to  the  Great  Barrington  Senior  Center.  There,  they  were 
filled  with  individually  packed  meals  that  had  been  prepared 
at  the  Elder  Services  kitchen  in  Lanesboro.  Each  year  over 
245,000  meals  are  prepared  at  the  Lanesboro  kitchen,  with 
187,000  destined  for  home  delivery  and  the  remainder  for 
Senior  Centers  and  other  locations  in  Berkshire  County  where 
seniors  congregate  for  meals. 

From  Great  Barrington  we  began  the  three-hour,  40-mile 
route  though  Sheffield,  Ashley  Falls,  Southfield,  Mill  River  and 
New  Marlborough,  making  a  total  of  17  deliveries  that  day.  At 
each  home,  Art  took  in  the  meal  and  stayed  to  chat  for  a  few 
minutes,  catching  up  on  news,  assessing  the  situation  and  mak- 
ing sure  the  resident  was  safe.  Although  he  would  like  to  spend 
more  time  with  each  person,  he  and  Anne  need  to  keep  to  their 
schedule  because  others  are  waiting  for  their  visits  and  meals. 

Anne  and  Art  began  driving  for  Meals  on  Wheels  five  years 
ago.  They  moved  to  the  substitute  list  after  three  years  in  order 
to  give  others  a  chance  as  regular  drivers.  They  are  called  to  sub- 


Art  and  Anne  Hyatt  have  been  Meals  on  Wheels  drivers  for  five 
years — a  way  to  give  to  others  and  see  people. 

stitute  about  once  a  month  now.  When  I  asked  why  they  enjoy 
this  particular  volunteer  work,  Art  said, "I  like  people.  Some  of 
these  people  don't  see  anyone  else  all  week  long."  Anne  added, 
"It  is  nice  to  be  able  to  give  to  others  in  this  way." 

In  addition  to  the  rewards  that  come  from  doing  meaning- 
ful  volunteer  work,  there  are  occasionally  unexpected  benefits 
to  being  a  driver.  It  was  how  Pauline  Schumann,  who  was  in 
charge  of  the  program  for  the  Sheffield  Senior  Center  nine 
years  ago,  met  her  future  husband,  one  of  the  volunteer  driv- 
ers. He  invited  her  to  drive  with  him  to  deliver  meals  and  meet 
the  clients.  This  was  followed  by  an  invitation  to  have  lunch 
together,  and  a  year  later  they  were  married. 

According  to  Barbara  Fletcher,  the  volunteers  form  personal 
relationships  with  the  clients.  "They  like  their  jobs  so  much 
they  are  reluctant  to  give  up  their  routes,  even  though  there 
are  others  who  want  to  be  involved."  She  believes  the  program 
continues  to  be  so  strong  because  it  "helps  people  stay  in  their 
own  homes  and  is  therefore  cost  effective." 

For  John- Arthur  Miller,  director  of  the  Senior  Center,  this 
kind  of  personal  involvement  is  a  top  priority.  His  vision  for 
the  Center  includes  different  generations  and  organizations 
working  together  to  meet  the  needs  of  seniors  and  help  them 
maintain  positive  attitudes  and  productive  lives. 

Anyone  in  Sheffield  who  is  interested  in  learning  more 
about  the  program  and  eligibility  requirements  can  call  Barbara 
at  the  Senior  Center  for  more  information  (229-7022)  or  call 
Elder  Services  direcdy  (413-499-0524).  In  addition  to  Meals 
on  Wheels,  Elder  Services  provides  help  with  personal  care, 
home  cleaning,  transportation,  grocery  shopping,  money  man- 
agement and  supportive  congregate  housing. 

— Ellen  Rowntree 


The  Sheffield  Times  needs  YOU  to  survive. 

See  page  2  for  how  you  can  support 

your  community  newsletter 


WATCH  OUT  FOR  TICKS  THIS  SUMMER! 
In  addition  to  Lyme  disease,  they  carry  a  disease  called  Ehrlichiosis.  Several 
cases  have  been  reported  in  Sheffield  recently.  Check  when  you  r  orne  in 
from  outside  and  wear  light  colored  clothing.  Repelent  with  DEET  can  be 
sprayed  on  clothes  and  lesser  concentration  on  skin. 


COMMEMORATIVE  BENCH  SITES  CHOSEN;  POETRY  CONTEST  DELAYED 


Sites  have  been  chosen  for  two  stone 
benches  that  will  commemorate  Housa- 
tonic  River  Summer  2004,  the  arts  and 
conservation  festival  held  three  years  ago. 
The  festival  raised  more  than  $10,000, 
most  of  it  proceeds  from  the  book  Art 
and  the  River, 

As  promised,  the  money  was  to 
benefit  the  river  that's  so  important  to 
Sheffield  and  the  Berkshires.  The  Shef- 
field Land  Trust,  with  a  Housatonic 
River  Corridor  Initiative  that  seeks  to 
conserve  land  along  the  river,  was  chosen 
as  the  recipient.  Most  of  the  festival's 
gift  went  toward  permanently  protecting 
Cold  Spring  Farm  on  Hewins  St.  The 
commemorative  "sitting  stones,"  which 
are  being  donated  by  Bill  Connell  of 
Sheffield,  will  be  placed  where  they  can 
overlook  the  river. 

One  site  is  where  the  Appalachian 
Trail  crosses  the  river  near  Kellogg 
Rd.  The  other  site  is  near  the  Covered 
Bridge,  just  off  Route  7.  "Our  vision 


from  the  beginning  was  to  promote  the 
collaboration  of  artists  and  river  conser- 
vators in  celebration  of  the  beauty  and 
history  of  the  Housatonic  River.  We  are 
thrilled  with  the  response  to  our  gift," 
says  Nancy  Goldberger,  past  president 
of  the  Sheffield  Art  League,  a  director 
of  Housatonic  River  Summer  2004,  and 
co-editor  with  Andrea  Scott  of  Art  and 
the  River. 

Permission  has  been  granted  by  the 
National  Park  Service,  owner  of  the 
Appalachian  Trail  land.  Jeanne  and 
Sydney  Weinstein,  the  owners  of  the 
land  near  the  Covered  Bridge,  have 
donated  one  half  acre  to  the  Town  of 
Sheffield,  a  gift  that  was  accepted  by 
voters  at  the  Sheffield  town  meeting  in 
May.  As  part  of  their  gift,  the  Wein- 
steins  have  asked  that  a  fence  be  erected 
to  discourage  trespassing  on  adjacent 
property  still  owned  by  them. 

The  transfer  to  the  town  is  expected 
to  be  finalized  this  summer.  Connell  has 


facilitated  the  transfer  of  the  land  and  the 
permission  from  the  National  Park  Ser- 
vice and  has  been  identifying  sources  of 
funding  and  donations.  The  Land  Trust 
is  paying  for  part  of  the  land's  survey  and 
other  costs  associated  with  the  project. 

New  deadline  for  poetry  contest. 
Originally,  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust 
hoped  to  dedicate  the  sitting  stones  dur- 
ing this  year's  Sheffield  in  Celebration  on 
Sept.  8  with  a  poetry  contest  and  other 
activities,  but  the  dedication  has  now 
been  delayed  until  next  year.  "This  will 
give  poets  more  time  to  compose  their 
tributes  to  the  Housatonic,"  said  Pat  Els- 
bach,  secretary  of  the  Land  Trust. 

The  new  deadline  for  entries  has 
been  extended  into  2008.  Poems  on  the 
theme  "the  view  of  the  Housatonic  from 
Sheffield"  can  be  submitted  to  P.O.  Box 
934,  Sheffield,  MA  01257,  or  e-mailed  to 
elsbap001@aol.com.  Maximum  length: 
24  lines.  Work  must  be  original  and  un- 
published as  of  the  date  of  submission. 
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the  trustees 

of  reservations 


0  years  ago,  Colonel  John  Ashley  owned  3000  acres, 
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;,  mills.-  and  slaves.  Learn  how  Elizabeth  Freeman  sued  for 
wn  freedom  —  and  won.  Adult  $5.Trustees  members'  FREE. 
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A  Community  News 
NEW  POSTMASTER  FOR  ASHLEY  FALLS 

Karen  Robarge,  who  worked  for  seven  years  at  the  Sheffield  Post  Office, 
most  recently  as  a  sales  and  services  associate,  was  promoted  in  April  to 
the  position  of  postmaster  for  Ashley  Falls.  She  replaces  Mary  Blaise,  who 
had  served  as  Ashley  Falls  postmaster  for  12  years. 

Although  she  was  sad  to  leave  her  customers  in  Sheffield,  Karen 
sees  this  promotion  as  a  good  opportunity.  She  hopes  to  follow  in  Mary 
Blaise's  footsteps  by  knowing  all  her  customers  and  becoming  an  integral 
part  of  the  community  in  that  way. 

Karen  lives  in  Ashley  Falls  with  her  husband  Randy  and  their  two 
children,  aged  7  and  10. 

In  addition  to  losing  Karen,  the  Sheffield  Post  Office  is  losing  Heather 
Wells,  who  is  relocating  at  the  end  of  June  to  the  South  Egremont  Post 
Office.  Heather  has  worked  as  a  clerk  in  the  Sheffield  Post  office  for  nearly 
two  years. 

Betsy  Ross,  sales  and  services  associate,  and  Kelly  Hall,  clerk,  will 
continue  with  Ellen  Dibbs,  Postmaster,  in  Sheffield.    — Ellen  Rowntree 


Karen  Robarge,  new  postmaster 


PROFILE:  WES  PETERSEN,  WOODSMAN  AND  HUNTER 


So  many  things  about  rural  life  inter- 
twine— weather  and  crops,  animals  and 
husbandry,  a  balance  between  taking  out 
and  putting  back.  Sheffield  resident  Wes 
Petersen  adds  another.  He  combines  his 
love  for  the  woods  with  both  hunting  and 
woodcutting. "I  bought  my  first  chain- 
saw  at  age  fifteen,"  he  says,  "and  my  first 
shotgun,  too." 

Wes  is  a  native  of  Long  Island,  NY, 
but  he's  lived  in  Sheffield  for  60  years. 
His  family  moved  here  in  1947,  buying 
a  small  farm  holding  on  Silver  St,  His 
parents  were  Aunt  Mil  and  Uncle  Al  to 
a  whole  street  full  of  kids.  Wes  attended 
the  public  school  in  town  and  worked 
after  school  and  summers  for  Bud  West, 
another  Silver  St.  farmer.  After  a  stint 
in  the  army,  he  went  to  work  for  Milt 
Barnum  at  Mt.  Everett  Lumber,  a  job  he 
held  for  23  years.  He  spent  another  14 
years  working  at  Berkshire  School  before 
retiring  in  1997. 

"I've  been  working  in  the  woods  most 
of  my  life,"  says  Wes.  "I  learned  a  lot  by 
watching  the  men  I  worked  with.  They 
taught  me  about  wood  and  they  taught 
me  how  to  hunt,  but  I  picked  up  a  lot  on 
my  own." 

He  used  to  sell  all  the  logs  and  cord- 
wood  he  cut,  but  now  he  says  he  mainly 
works  in  the  woods  for  the  pleasure  of  it. 
"I  like  the  fresh  air,  I  like  the  time  alone. 
The  only  noise  you  hear  is  the  noise  you 


make  yourself.  I  like  that,  too."  He  and  his 
son,  Andy,  often  work  together,  cutting 
some  firewood  to  sell  and  doing  some 
selective  clearing. 

"I  don't  cut  many  oaks,  though,"  Wes 
says  with  a  twinkle.  "Oaks  make  acorns  and 
deer  like  acorns."  And  there  it  is,  the  inter- 
twining of  woodlore  and  sustenance,  a  deep 
love  for  both  the  maintenance  of  the  woods 
and  what  he  can  harvest  from  them. 

Wes's  first  gun  was  a  16-gauge 
Mossberg  shotgun  he  bought  with  his 
own  money.  He  hunted  on  his  own  and 
neighboring  land  on  weekends  and  after 
school  during  hunting  season.  He  didn't 
always  get  a  deer,  "and  I  still  don't,"  he 
says, "but  lately  I've  been  lucky."  He  hunts 
with  a  black  powder  muzzleloader  now, 
too,  the  kind  that  requires  a  ramrod  and  a 
powder  horn.  Some  years  he  does  better 
with  one  gun,  some  years  the  other.  He 
doesn't  head  out  on  his  own  anymore, 
either,  hunting  instead  with  a  group  of 
two  to  eight  friends.  They  hunt  individu- 
ally at  stands  from  5:30  in  the  morning 
until  8am  or  so,  and  then  meet  to  walk 
the  woods  as  a  group,  driving  the  deer 
toward  the  designated  standing  hunters. 
Depending  on  their  success,  they  may 
hunt  at  the  stands  again  until  dusk. 

"The  deer  population  has  been  down 
in  the  last  couple  of  years,'  he  says, 
though  he  thinks  the  overall  population 
is  still  greater  than  it  was  when  he  was 


15.  As  for  what's  changed  since  then,  he 
points  to  clothing  and  gear.  "I  used  to  go 
out  in  a  pair  of  leather  boots  and  a  wool 
jacket  and  kept  my  pajamas  on  under  my 
clothes  as  long  underwear.  And  we  always 
wore  a  red  wool  hat.  Now  hunting  gear  is 
100  percent  insulated  and  everyone  wears 
fluorescent  orange. 

"Guns  are  more  accurate  now,  too.  I 
didn't  have  a  scope  back  when  I  was  15. 
And  another  thing,  there  are  fewer  young 
people  in  the  woods  now.  There  don't 
seem  to  be  as  many  young  boys  hunting. 
I've  been  hunting  with  my  son,  Andy,  for 
30  years.  That  just  doesn't  seem  to  be  as 
common,  now." 

Deer  isn't  the  only  game  animal  Wes 
hunts.  In  the  spring  it's  torn  turkeys  and 
in  the  fall  he  shoots  both  toms  and  hens. 
He  skins  and  cuts  up  his  own  meat.  A 
100-pound  deer,  he  says,  can  last  him  a 
year.  He  likes  to  give  choice  wrapped  cuts 
as  thanks  to  the  neighbors  for  the  use  of 
their  land. 

Being  a  responsible  hunter  and 
woodsman  comes  from  his  years  of  farm- 
ing and  being  in  the  woods.  Wes  Petersen 
understands  the  world  he  lives  in.  He's 
careful  not  to  take  too  much  or  waste 
what  he  does  take. "I'm  old-fashioned," 
he  confesses.  "When  I  was  a  boy,  kids 
worked  hard  and  stayed  outside  to  play.' 

It  looks  like  Wes  is  still  doing 
just  that.  — Pauline  Clark 


NEWS  FROM  THE  ASHLEY  FALLS  VILLAGE  IMPROVEMENT  SOCIETY 


Post  Office  01222 

Our  new  postmaster,  Karen,  is  still  smiling  (see  story  opposite). 
Her  honeymoon  phase  is  over,  the  old  sticking  boxes  and 
customers'  quirky  habits  have  all  been  assimilated.  Karen  and 
her  family  live  in  Ashley  Falls!  To  be  the  postmaster  in  Ashley 
Falls  is  to  be  the  center  of  the  wheel,  want  it  or  not.  It's  the  only 
official  job  that  recognizes  the  actual  existence  of  Ashley  Falls... 
and  yes,  you  do  have  to  give  directions  to  the  lost,  and  return 
various  Tupperware  items.  We're  glad  you're  here! 

Memorial  Day 

Natalie  Funk  and  Tammy  Blackwell  are  co-chairs  of  the  Ashley 
Falls  cemetery  and  know  that  year  after  year  the  Ashley  Falls 
Memorial  Day  Ceremony  is  the  single  event  when  the  cemetery 
must  look  its  best.  If  one  counts  all  the  eternal  residents  and 
the  Villagers  standing  at  the  gate,  it's  the  biggest  event  of  the 
year  in  Ashley  Falls.  The  gravestones  and  little  flags  remind  us 
of  patriotism  and  sacrifice,  and  how  as  a  community  we  gather 
each  year  and  stand  in  the  drizzle  and  the  rain  and  listen  and  be 
proud  of  our  village  and  this  tradition. 

This  year,  in  addition  to  the  bagpipes  and  horn  we  had 
guitar  accompaniment  by  Doug  Schmolze.  It  greatly  helped  the 
drowsy  crowd  carry  a  tune  at  8  in  the  morning  in  a  light  rain. 
This  year  too  the  SPAMFA  (Society  for  Preservation  of  An- 
tique Mechanical  Fire  Apparatus)  brought  down  two  of  their 
antique  fire  trucks  from  Stockbridge. 

Thanks  to  everyone  who  came  and  participated.  Come  back 
next  year,  same  time,  8am  rain  or  shine. 

Each  year  the  Village  Improvement  Society  runs  the  usual 


$500  deficit  for  the  parade  and  program,  so  if  you  can,  help 
defray  the  cost  by  making  a  contribution  to  the  Ashley  Falls 
Village  Improvement  Society,  Box  6,  Ashley  Falls  01 222.  I  he 
Town  of  Sheffield  does  not  fund  any  aspect  of  Memorial  Day. 

Arbor  Day 

The  Ashley  Falls  Village  Green  got  a  little  greener  this  spring 
when  a  paved  part  was  restored  to  grass  and  a  Princeton  Elm 
planted. 

Thanks  to  all  sorts  of  people:  Ron  Bassett  and  the  Sheffield 
Highway  Dept.  for  digging  up  the  old  asphalt,  Steve  Leining  at 
Sheffield  Produce  and  Foods  for  two  trucks  full  of  the  nicest 
topsoil,  Gary  Carlson  of  Ashley  Falls  Nursery  for  trucking  it, 
and  Tom  Ingersoll  and  everybody  involved  at  the  Sheffield  Tree 
Project  for  the  elm. 

We  planted  the  tree  and,  thanks  to  Pam  Bloodworth, 
listened  to  the  good  tree-planting  music  and  ate  the  good  hot 
lunch.  The  Sheffield  Tree  Project  is  trying  to  keep  up  with  re- 
placing and  replanting  the  trees  along  the  public  ways  through- 
out the  entire  town  of  Sheffield,  so  if  you  get  a  tree,  please  water 
it,  trim  the  suckers,  care  for  it,  or  call  the  STP. 

Summer  2007 

Kids... kids... kids...  lots  of  kids  in  Ashley  Falls,  from  Kilmer's 
Twin  River  Farm  on  Rannapo  Rd.  to  all  the  way  up  East  Main 
St.  Kids  playing  on  bikes  and  skateboards,  kids  running  with 
basketballs  and  kids  chasing  kids... and  cows  and  chickens.  So 
please  drive  slowly... and  enjoy  the  summer  in  Ashley  Falls! 

— Richard  Cherneff 


YOUTH  THEATRE  PRODUCES  BUGSY  MALONE 


The  ENCORE!  Youth  Theatre  Company, 
a  summer  theatre  camp  sponsored  by 
the  Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School 
District,  will  present  the  musical  Bugsy 
Malone  on  Fri.  and  Sat.,  Aug.  10  and  11 
at  7pm  and  on  Sun.  Aug.  12  at  2pm. 

ENCORE!  is  a  six-week  theatre  camp 
for  area  students  in  grades  3-9.  Classes  are 
given  in  acting  skills,  dance/movement, 
voice,  monologues,  theatre  games,  improv, 
and  technical  theatre  skills  such  as  set 
design,  set  construction,  set  painting,  prop 
making,  and  sound  and  light  design.  And 
the  students  put  on  a  production. 

Bugsy  Malone  is  a  tongue-in-cheek 
tribute  to  the  1920s  gangster  flick.  Origi- 
nally written  for  children,  the  musical  is 


a  wonderful  showcase  for  our  talented 
young  performers,  with  a  catchy  swinging 
score  by  Paul  Williams,  composer  of  The 
Muppet  Movie. 

The  camp's  faculty  includes  Robert 
Law,  director;  Charles  Coughlin,  assistant 
director  and  production/technical  direc- 
tor; Fran  Steinert  from  Berkshire  Pulse, 
choreographer;  Tina  Pagliassotti,  music 
director;  Mandy  O'Connor,  acting  coach; 
and  Hilda  Banks  Shapiro,  rehearsal/per- 
formance pianist. 

Tickets  for  Bugsy  Malone  are  $8  for 
general  admission  and  $6  for  students 
and  seniors.  For  reservations,  including 
group  discounts,  call  the  Performing  Arts 
Dept.  office  at  229-8252, 


SEBASTIAN'S  SALON 

A  Full  Service  Salon  &  Spa 


BUY  LOCAL! 

Our  advertisers  are  local  businesses. 

Tell  them  you  read  about  them  in  the  Sheffield  Timesl 


Hair  •  Nails  •  Facials  •  Waxing 
•  Make-up  •  Massage 

•  Phyto  Organics*  Redken 

•  O.P.I-Essie  •  Dr.  Hauschka 

•  Iredale  Cosmetics 

Route  7,  Sheffield 
413-229-0258 
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Community  News 


SHEFFIELD'S  FARMERS'  MARKET:  A  FRIDAY  AFTERNOON  TREAT 


Scenes  from  a  recent 
Farmers  Market. 

It's  held  in  the  Old  Parish 
parking  lot  in  the  center  of 
Sheffield  every  Friday  until 
Columbus  Day  Weekend, 
3:30  to  6:30pm.  Vendors 
come  from  Sheffield  and 
all  around  the  region.  Far 
left:  Francois  Bizalion  of 
Bizalion's  Fine  Food,  Great 
Barrington  (and  resident 
of  Sheffield).  Top  left: 
Kathy  Carroll,  Greener 
Leaves  Greenhouse,  Fast 
Otis.  Lower  left:  Francis 
Deming  of  High  Country 
Farm,  Tolland,  and  Appie 
Stookey  of  Sheffield. 
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Bizalion's  Fine  Food 


Delivering  lunches  in  Sheffield  on  Wednesdays 
Call  644-9988  by  12  noon 

A  menu  can  he  e-mailed — 
Send  a  request  to  hizalions@verizon.net 

684  South  Main  Street 

Great  Barrington,  MA  01230 

800-BIZ-8303 

413-644-9988 

413-644-9128  Fax 


Berkshire  Farmer*'  Markets 


Support  Local  Food  8  Farms 


*H1 


Taste  the 

Difference 

Berkshire  Grown 

promotes  local  agriculture 
as  a  vital  component  of  a 
healthy  Berkshire  economy 
and  landscape.  For  more 
information  about  local 
food  and  farms  visit 
www.be  rkshiregrown.org 


Adams  Farmers'  Market 

At  the  Adams  Visitor  Center  parking  lot,  Hoosac  St. 
May  23rd  through  October  24th.  Wednesdays  Ipnv5pm 

Great  Barrington  Farmers'  Market 

At  the  train  station  in  downtown  Gt  Barrington.  behind 
town  hali.   May  13th  through  October  27th. 
Saturdays  9am- 1  pm 

Farmers'  Market  at  the  Nutrition  Center 

94  West  Avenue,  Great  Barrington 

May  30  through  October.  Wednesdays  4-8pm 

Lenox  Farmers'  Market 
55  Pittsfield  Rd.<Rt7),  atAspinwell 
May  I  Ith  through  October  26th. 
Fridays  2pm-6pm 

Farmers'  Market  of  Otis 

In  the  parking  lot  of  L&M  Auto/Papas  Health  Food  &  Fuel. 
May  12th  through  October  13th.  Saturdays  9am-2pm 

North  Adams  Farmers'  Market 

In  St.  Anthony's  municipal  parking  lot.  across  from  Mass 
MoCA.  July  14th  through  October  27th. 
Saturdays  8am- 1  pm 

Berkshire  Area  Farmers'  Market 

In  the  Berkshire  Mall  parking  lot    May  through  October. 
Wednesdays  and  Saturdays  8am-2pm. 

Farmers'  Market  of  Sheffield 

Old  Parish  Church  parking  lot,  Rt.7.  downtown  Sheffield. 
May  I  Ith  through  October  12th.   Fridays  3:30-6:30pm 

Williamstown  Farmers'  Market 

South  end  of  Spring  St    End  of  May  to  October. 
Saturdays  8am- 1 2pm 
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Clockwise  from  far  left: 
Dominic  Palumbo  and 
Raheem  Howell,  Moon  in 
the  Pond  Farm,  Sheffield, 
fohn  Manikowski,  knives 
and  knife  sharpening,  New 
Marlborough.  Melony 
Dobson,  Equinox  Farm, 
Sheffield. 
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PRESERVING  SHEFFIELD'S  PAST  TODAY 
FOR  ITS  FUTURE  TOMORROW 

JOIN  AND  BE  PART  OF  THE  EXCITEMENT 

The  1774  Dan  Raymond  House  hours: 
Thursday-Saturday,  11  a.m.  to  4  p.m. 

Mark  Dewey  Research  Center  open  Monday  and 

Friday  afternoons,  l:30-4pm, 

and  by  appointment 

Email:  mdrc@sheffieldhistory.org 

Old  Stone  Store  hours  are  Saturday,  10  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 

and  Sunday,  11a.m.  to  3p.m. 

(Closed  March) 


159  Main  Street,  P.O.  Box  747,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 
Phone:  413-229-2694,  Email:  shs@sheffieldhistory.org 


SANDRA  PRESTON  REAL  ESTATE 

Massachusetts,  Connecticut  &  New  York  Properties 

Representing  Buyers  and  Sellers  in  the  Tri- 
State  area  for  over  30  years.  If  you  are  plan- 
ning to  buy  or  sell,  please  contact  us.  Our 
office  is  open  7  days  a  week.  We  are  members 
of  the  Berkshire  Board  of  Realtors  and  their 
Multiple  Listing  Service  as  well  as  the  Litch- 
field County  Board  and  their  MLS.  Visit  our 
website  at  www.sandraprestonrealestate.com, 
e-mail:  pressa@verizon.net,  or  just  call  us  at 
413-229-2077. 

575  Sheffield  Plain,  (Route  7) 

Sheffield,  MA  01257 

Sandra  Preston,  Broker,  GRI,  CRS 


CHURCH  NEWS 

Faith  Baptist  Church 

New  pastor.  Faith  Baptist  Church  on 
North  Main  St.  recently  welcomed 
Barton  Keller,  a  graduate  of  the 
Ambassador  Baptist  Bible  College  in 
Shelby,  NC,  as  its  new  pastor.  He  learned 
of  the  opening  in  Sheffield  early  in  2006 
and,  noting  there  were  not  many  Baptist 
churches  in  the  area,  accepted  their  call 
eagerly,  moving  here  in  April  of  that  year. 
His  family — he  and  his  wife  have  seven 
children — followed  shortly  thereafter. 

They  have  been  very  happy  here.  Pas- 
tor Keller  likes  the  fact  that  Sheffield  is 
"semi-rural,"  yet  not  far  from  such  metro- 
politan areas  as  Springfield.  Although  he 
and  his  wife  home  school  their  children, 
his  four  sons  are  all  playing  Little  League. 
Seeing  a  baseball  game  here  is  a  little  like 
"Leave  it  to  Beaver,"  he  commented. "In 
other  towns,  only  moms  come  to  watch 
the  games.  Here  there  are  moms  and  dads 
and  grandmas  and  grandpas.  It's  a  great 
place  to  raise  a  family!" 

The  Bushnell  Sage  Library  drew 
particular  praise  from  Pastor  Keller. "It's 
a  fine  small  library,"  he  said.  "Our  whole 
family  goes  there  two  or  three  times 
a  week  and  reads  the  newspapers  and 
magazines  and  checks  out  the  books." 

Work  at  the  church  is  going  well,  also. 
It  offers  Sunday  school  at  9:45am,  morning 
worship  at  10:45am  and  Sunday  evening 
worship  at  6:00pm.  Wednesday  night  Bible 
study  is  at  7pm.  Nursery  care  is  provided 
for  all  services.  Attendance  at  worship,  he 
notes,  has  doubled  since  he  arrived."  We're 
trying  to  get  as  much  out  of  Sheffield  as 
possible,"  he  said, "but  we're  more  interested 
in  what  the  church  can  do  for  the  commu- 
nity, not  what  the  community  can  do  for  the 
church."  — John  G.  Wightman 

Bible  school.  The  Vacation  Bible  School, 
with  games,  crafts,  refreshments  and  a 
Bible-time  story,  for  ages  4-9,  will  be  held 
Aug.  13-15,  6-7:30pm.  Call  the  church 
office  with  any  questions  at  229-0400. 

Preaching  from  the  Bible.  The 
church  is  having  an  old-fashioned  preach- 
ing from  the  Bible  on  August  22-26  at 
7pm,  with  guest  speaker  Evangelist  Long. 

Food  Assistance  Program 

Donations  are  always  needed.  Bring 
donations  of  non-perishables  to  the  bar- 
rel in  Berkshire  Bank.  If  you  have  fresh 
produce  to  donate,  call  229-2624. 


RELIGIOUS  SERVICES 


ASHLEY  FALLS 


Greenwoods  Community  Church  (non-denominational) 

355  Clayton  Rd.  229-8560;  parsonage  (860)  824-7442. 

Sunday:  9:30am  Sunday  School  (ages  3-adult);  10:30am  Worship  Service,  nursery  care 

provided.  Rev.  Edward  M.  Eastman  Jr.,  Pastor 


Trinity  Methodist  (United  Methodist) 
1156  Ashley  Falls  Rd.  229-2712. 

Sunday:  9am  Service.  Betty  LeGeyt,  Pastor 

GREAT  BARRINGTON 


Congregation  Ahavath  Shalom  (reconstructionist) 

North  St.  528-4197 

Friday,  8pm  &  Saturday,  10am.  Services  are  not  held  every  week.  Schedules  are  updated 

weekly  on  the  answering  machine,  including  special  services. 

Hevreh  of  Southern  Berkshire 

270  State  Rd.  528-6378 

Friday:  7:30pm  Shabbat  Service.  Saturday:  10am  Shabbat  service  &  Torah  study. 

Rabbi  Deborah  Zecher,  Assistant  Rabbi  Andrew  Klein 

Trinity  Lutheran 

198  Main  St.  528-1330 

Sunday:  9am  Sunday  Worship.  Rev.  Steve  Edmiston 

Unitarian  Universalist  Meeting  of  South  Berkshire 

Meet  at  the  United  Methodist  Church,  198  Main  St.  528-4850;  home  (413)  528-3106. 
Sunday:  5pm  Service.  Rev.  Kathy  Duhon 

SHEFFIELD 

Christ  Church  Episcopal  &  Trinity  Lutheran 

180  Main  St.  229-8811 

Sunday:  8am  &  10am  Holy  Eucharist;  10am  Sunday  School  &  child  care;  Thursday:  10am  Holy 

Eucharist  &  Healing.  Rev.  Anne  Ryder 

Congregation  of  Jehovah's  Witnesses 

Route  7  &  Kellogg  Rd.  229-8649.  The  public  is  welcome. 

Faith  Baptist 

640  North  Main  St.  229-0400 

Sunday:  9:45am  Sunday  School;  10:45am  Worship  Service;  6pm  Evening  Service;  Wednesday: 

7pm  Bible  Study.  Barton  Keller,  Pastor 

Old  Parish  (Congregational) 

125  Main  St.  229-8173 

Sunday:  10am  Worship,  Sunday  School,  10am.  Frances  Ruthven,  Interim  Pastor 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  (Catholic) 

Maple  Ave.  229-3028 

Saturday:  4:00pm  Mass;  Sunday:  Sheffield  7:30am,  9am  Masses;  Mill  River  10:30  Mass. 

Rev.  John  S.  Lis 

Sheffield  Chapel  (non-denominational) 

1970  N.  Main  St.  528-2911,  www.sheffieldchapel.org. 

Sunday:  10:45am  Morning  Worship,  9:30am  Sunday  School  for  all  ages.  Wednesdays:  Group 

Prayer  Time  7pm.  Pastor:  Keith  Becker 
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CARLSON  PROPANE 

Division  Of  Carlson  Heating  &  Air  Conditioning 

HEATING  SOUTHERN  BERKSHIRE  COUNTY  FOR  OVER  20  YEARS 

RESIDENTIAL  &  COMMERCIAL  ££} 

SALES        SERVICE        INSTALLATION 

AUTOMATIC  DELIVERY 

HEAT  •  HOT  WATER  •  GENERATOR 

COOKING  •  POOL  HEATER 

(413)  229-3328  Or  (800)  542-2422 


79  Pike  Rd  Sheffield 


24  HOUR 

EMERGENCY 

SERVICE 


ATM. 
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WORK  CONTINUES  ON  TOWN  PARKING  LOT 

The  public  parking  lot  next  to  Town  Mall 
will  be  paved  and  curbing  installed  later 
this  summer  thanks  to  a  Small  Cities 
grant.  The  lot  will  have  32  parking  spaces, 
including  handicapped  parking  and  "in 
and  out"  temporary  parking. 

However,  it  is  the  townspeople  of 
Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls  who  are  going 
to  make  this  parking  lot  a  place  of  beauty. 
The  ad  hoc  Parking  Lot  Beautification 
Committee  is  busy  raising  money  to 
improve  the  appearance  of  the  paved  lot, 
and  there  has  been  no  shortage  of  com- 
munity response. 

Chris  Tomich,  of  Tomich  Land- 
scaping and  an  Ashley  Falls  resident,  is 
creating  a  parklike  environment  for  the 
area,  working  from  the  original  lot  design 
by  Bob  Weitz,  the  former  Sheffield  town 
manager.  Large  colored  drawings  of  the 
plan  are  on  display  in  Town  Hall  and  the 
Bushnell  Sage  Library. 

In  the  plan  are  a  bike  rack,  lighting, 
benches,  trash  receptacles  and  space  for  a 
permanent  rest  room.  Trees  and  shrubs 
are  placed  throughout  the  parking  lot  to 
tie  it  into  the  Sheffield  Center  and  make 
it  a  place  all  residents  will  be  proud  to  use 
and  call  their  own. 

A  dedication  of  the  area  is  currently 
scheduled  to  open  this  year's  Sheffield  in 
Celebration  events  on  Sat.,  Sept.  8. 

A  Walk  of  Names,  made  up  of  stones 
purchased  by  community  members,  will 
run  along  a  north/south  line  in  the  lot. 
Its  stones,  a  gray  color  like  the  walkway  at 
the  library,  will  be  professionally  carved 
with  the  names  donors  would  like  to 
commemorate:  family  members  and  loved 
ones,  pets,  a  non-profit  organization,  a 
business  in  town,  a  special  event  like  a 
birth,  graduation  or  marriage  or  even 
oneself.  The  Parking  Lot  Beautification 


Landscaping  begins  on  the  overgrown  area  between  the  parking  lot  and  the  Sheffield 
Historical  Society.  Gulotta's  Gas  Station  is  in  background.  Inset:  Volunteers  build  a  stone 
wall  on  June  30  along  the  property  line  between  the  Historical  Society  and  the  new  lot. 


Committee  members  are  ready  to  work 
with  you  to  implement  your  ideas. 

In  addition,  trees,  shrubs,  light  fix- 
tures and  trash  receptacles  are  also  avail- 
able for  sponsorship.  Over  $5,000  has 
been  raised  to  date  toward  a  minimum 
goal  of  $30,000. 

At  a  recent  Board  of  Selectmen's  meet- 
ing, Joe  Kellogg,  interim  Town  Adminis- 
trator, noted  that  a  generous  donation  has 
been  offered  in  exchange  for  the  right  to 
name  the  entire  area.  He  explained  that 
Massachusetts  law  requires  others  in  the 
community  be  given  the  same  opportunity 
and  an  informational  announcement  will 
be  run.  The  selectmen  will  make  a  decision 
as  to  whether  to  accept  any  such  offer  and 
would  set  naming  guidelines. 

Even  with  this  offer,  a  lot  of  money 
still  must  be  raised.  Donation  forms  are 
available  at  Town  Hall  and  the  library  as 


well  as  from  Gulotta's  Mobil  Station.  All 
donations,  no  matter  what  the  size,  will 
be  recognized  on  a  plaque  permanently 
installed  in  the  parking  area. 

In  addition  to  cash  contributions,  town 
businesses  and  individuals  are  contribut- 
ing time,  products  and  labor.  It  has  been 
rewarding  to  see  committee  members,  town 
officials,  businesses,  fellow  citizens  and  oth- 
ers working  together  to  make  this  a  reality. 

Committee  members  include  Joe 
Kellogg,  taking  the  place  of  Bob  Weitz, 
Julie  Hannum,  Ronnie  Bassett,  Tammy 
Blackwell,  Tony  Gulotta,  Tom  Ingersoll 
(and  the  Sheffield  Tree  Project),  Chris 
Tomich,  Catherine  Miller  and  Rene 
Wood.  Please  talk  with  any  commit- 
tee member,  or  call  Catherine  Miller 
(229-8668)  or  Rene  Wood  (229-3534), 
to  discuss  a  donation  or  make  a  project 
suggestion.  — Rene  Wood 


Berkshire  School  proudly  presents  the  Sheffield  5  from  '07 

Congratulations  to  the  Sheffield  residents  who  received  their  diplomas  on 
May  25th  at  Berkshire  School's  100th  graduation  ceremony:  Noelle  Brooks,  Amy 
Bush,  Molly  Farrell,  Tara  Fulco  and  Maizie  Houghton.  Go  forth  and  serve! 

Berkshire  School 

Sheffield,  Massachusetts 

www.  berkshireschool.  com 
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Community  News 


Town  meeting  and  election  fallout,  from  page  / 


the  school  budget,  responsibility  for  which 
Sheffield  shares  with  the  four  other  towns 
in  the  Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School 
District — Alford,  Egremont,  Monterey 
and  New  Marlborough.  (See  the  Sheffield 
Times' $  special  election  issue,  mailed  to  all 
Sheffield  residents  in  April,  for  a  detailed 
account  of  the  budget  issues.) 

After  extensive,  sometimes  heated, 
discussions,  the  voters  appropriated 
funds  for  all  but  one  of  the  budget  cat- 
egories requested  by  the  school  district. 

The  exception  was  one  of  the  appro- 
priations for  the  town's  share  of  the  $9.3 
million  operating  budget.  Following  the 
recommendation  of  Sheffield's  three  se- 
lectmen and  five  members  of  the  Finance 
Committee  in  the  warrant  materials, 
voters  narrowly  approved  in  a  voice  vote 
an  amount  determined  by  the  "statutory" 
method,  a  Massachusetts  Dept.  of  Edu- 
cation formula  that  takes  into  account  a 
town's  relative  ability  to  pay,  the  number 
of  students  a  town  sends  to  the  school, 
and  other  factors. 

Under  the  statutory  formula,  Shef- 
field's share  of  the  operating  budget  as- 
sessment is  reduced  by  almost  $321,000, 
from  $5,081,949  to  $4,760,960.  The 
reduction  lets  the  town  avoid  raising 
taxes  over  the  2Vz  percent  figure  that 
would  require  a  special  override  vote 
under  the  state's  Proposition  IVl  Even 
with  the  reduction,  Sheffield's  share  of 
school  costs  is  by  far  the  largest  item 
in  Sheffield's  own  budget,  representing 
62  percent  of  the  FY  2008  $7.7  million 


town  budget — one  of  the  highest  ratios 
in  Massachusetts. 

With  the  vote,  Sheffield  turned  away 
from  the  assessment  method  agreed  to 
by  the  five  towns  in  a  10-year  "regional . 
agreement"  signed  in  2001 — what  the 
Dept.  of  Education  calls  an  "alternative 
method."  That  method  is  based  primar- 
ily on  the  number  of  students  each  town 
sends  to  the  school.  A  clarification  of  the 
regulations  in  a  March  2  letter  from  the 
Dept.  of  Education  prompted  Sheffield's 
officials  to  recommend  that  voters  ap- 
prove the  statutory  method. 

Many  people  spoke  in  favor  of  the  new 
method.  Others,  including  Selectwoman 
Julie  Hannum  (speaking  as  an  individual), 
characterized  it  as  reneging  on  the  re- 
gional agreement  in  a  less  than  honorable 
way.  The  vote  has  led  to  trouble  within 
Sheffield  and  between  Sheffield  and  its 
neighboring  towns,  including  the  surprise 
replacement  of  two  of  the  four  members 
of  Sheffield's  school  committee  delegation 
(see  story  on  page  14). 

Election  results  and  reactions 

The  town  election  on  May  14  drew 
388  registered  voters.  Bruce  Person  was 
re-elected  as  the  town  moderator  with  324 
votes.  Margaret  Martin  and  David  Smith 
were  elected  to  the  Planning  Board  with 
253  and  305  votes,  respectively,  and  Susan 
Young  was  re-elected  as  a  library  trustee 
with  298  votes.  All  ran  unopposed. 

Longstanding  incumbent  David  Macy 
was  also  running  unopposed  on  the  bal- 


lot but  a  last-minute  write-in  campaign 
made  his  re-election  a  close  call.  Paul 
O'Brien,  the  director  of  technology  at  Mt. 
Everett  Regional  High  School,  received 
169  votes  to  Macy's  192. 

The  write-in  campaign,  conducted  by 
e-mail  and  word  of  mouth — a  method 
said  several  people,  to  avoid  a  "get  out  the 
vote"  campaign  by  Macy  supporters — has 
caused  ill  feelings  in  at  least  two  ways. 
Many  who  cast  ballots  had  no  idea  that 
O'Brien's  hat  was  in  the  ring,  and  some 
said  they  were  disappointed  they  didn't 
know  there  was  an  alternative  to  Macy. 
Others  said  they  viewed  the  covert  nature 
of  the  write-in  campaign  as  undermining 
the  transparency  of  town  government. 

Reaction  to  Sheffield's  budget  vote 

Not  surprisingly,  officials  of  the  other 
towns  in  the  school  district  are  not  happy 
with  Sheffield's  vote  to  switch  to  the  statu- 
tory method.  If  that  method  is  to  be  used 
instead  of  the  alternate  method,  Egremont, 
Monterey  and  New  Marlborough  together 
would  have  to  contribute  some  $300,000 
more  than  what  they  expected — increases 
that  would  necessitate  special  town  meet- 
ings. The  increase  for  New  Marlborough 
is  large  enough  that  it  might  have  to  ask  its 
voters  to  approve  a  Proposition  IV2  over- 
ride. Under  the  statutory  method,  Alford's 
assessment  would  be  reduced  by  $29,315. 
The  towns  were  notified  of  Sheffield's  in- 
tentions in  a  meeting  on  April  10,  accord- 
ing to  the  Board  of  Selectmen's  minutes 
(see  page  17). 

The  other  towns  have  also  suggested 
that  Sheffield,  with  a  large  "free  cash" 


Berkshire  Estates  Realty 

Rita  A.  Stevens,  CBR 

Broker/Owner 
Roger  Belanger,  Broker  Associate 

We  are  a  full  service  agency. 

Let  us  represent  you  in  your  next 

sale,  purchase,  or  rental! 

Experience  the  Difference!! 
Phone  413-528-5262  Fax  413-528-6272 

www.berkshireestatesrealty.com 
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OIL  PAINTINGS 

By 

Lois  Van  Cleef 
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Ashley  Falls,  Massachusetts 
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rainy  day  fund,  can  afford  the  larger 
assessment  without  a  Proposition  2/4 
override,  Sheffield  officials  dispute  this, 
pointing  to  the  cost  of  a  new  senior  cen- 
ter, a  new  highway  garage  and  other  likely 
future  expenses  that  will  draw  down  the 
reserve.  Interim  Town  Administrator 
Joe  Kellogg  says  that  it  is  important  that 
the  town  maintain  free  cash  reserves  at 
prudent  levels,  and  Sheffield's  ability  to 
do  so  would  be  imperiled  if  it  were  to  pay 
the  higher  amount. 

Local  press  coverage  has  exacerbated 
differences,  with  provocative  quotes  and 
misleading  characterizations  of  the  issues. 
Editorials  and  reported  stories  have  mostly 
been  critical  of  Sheffield  for  "unilaterally" 
rejecting  the  alternate  method  used  in  the 
regional  agreement. 

The  views  of  Sheffield  residents  cover 
a  broad  spectrum.  Some,  in  accord  with 
the  views  of  officials  of  the  four  other 
towns,  say  that  Sheffield  gave  insufficient 
advance  notice  to  the  school  committee 
and  the  other  towns  of  its  intentions, 
although  they  received  the  same  com- 
munications from  the  Dept.  of  Educa- 
tion regarding  the  clarification.  They  say 
that  Sheffield,  having  signed  the  regional 
agreement,  has  a  moral  if  not  a  legal 
obligation  to  abide  by  it.  In  this  view- 
Sheffield's  actions  are  regarded  as  just  the 
latest  in  a  series  of  assaults  on  the  school 
district  and  its  budgets  by  "anti- educa- 
tion" elements  in  Sheffield. 

Some  in  town  wholeheartedly  back 
using  the  statutory  method  because  they 
believe  that  Sheffield,  with  a  tax  rate 
twice  that  of  the  other  towns,  has  been 


paying  far  more  than  its  fair  share  of  the 
assessment  for  far  too  long.  Over  the 
years,  say  supporters  of  this  position, 
Sheffield  has  made  several  requests  for  re- 
lief to  the  other  four  towns,  requests  that 
fell  on  deaf  ears. 

Others  endorse  using  the  statutory 
formula  but  object  to  the  timing  and  the 
way  in  which  Sheffield's  officials  have 
handled  things  with  the  other  towns.  A 
number  of  townspeople  have  said  they 
are  "ashamed"  of  the  town. 

David  Pottle,  a  Sheffield  resident  and 
a  retired  assistant  principal  of  the  Mt.  Ev- 
erett School,  said,  "Sheffield  has  been  too 
aggressive,  and  it  is  time  for  it  to  be  more 
conciliatory.  For  example,  we  could  offer  a 
compromise  under  which  the  town  would 
pay,  perhaps  for  one  year  only,  something 
more  than  our  statutory  share  but  some- 
thing less  than  our  alternative  share." 

Steps  to  a  compromise? 

School  Superintendent  Valerie 
Spriggs  said,  "I  am  confident  that  the 
towns  will  resolve  their  differences." 

Since  Sheffield's  budget  vote,  there 
have  been  several  meetings  among  the 
five  towns'  officials,  and  at  least  one  to 
which  Sheffield  was  not  invited.  On  June 
21,  officials  of  the  five  towns,  including 
selectmen,  finance  committee  members, 
school  committee  members  and  school 
district  officials,  met  with  Jeffry  Wulfson, 
associate  commissioner  of  the  Dept.  of 
Education.  He  said  that  Sheffield's  voters 
had  the  right  to  require  the  use  of  the 
statutory  method  and  confirmed  that  "the 
regional  agreement  is  only  good  as  long  as 


each  of  the  five  towns  agree  to  it." 

"To  say  that  Sheffield  doesn't  sup- 
port the  schools  is  absurd,"  Selectman 
Macy  told  the  Shcjficld  Times/'  We  spend 
more  money  on  them  than  any  other 
town  even  if  we  don't  have  the  ability  to 
spend  as  much  as  the  other  towns."  He 
went  on,  "To  say  that  this  is  anti-school 
couldn't  be  further  from  the  facts"  and 
dismissed  the  notion  that  he  wants  to 
shut  down  the  schools. 

With  the  school  budget  not  finalized  by 
the  state  deadline  of  July  1,  the  district  will 
be  forced  to  use  the  so-called  "one-twelfth 
assessment"  procedure  for  FY  2008  under 
which  each  town  would  pay  a  monthly 
amount  equal  to  one-twelfth  of  that  town's 
total  assessment  for  FY  2007.  School  of- 
ficials say  that,  given  the  6  percent  increase 
in  operating  expenses  originally  proposed, 
funding  at  the  2007  level  would  require 
severe  cuts  and  reallocations  in  planned  ex- 
penditures. There  is  concern  that  such  cuts 
could  end  up  being  an  accidental  byproduct 
of  protracted  negotiations. 

Wulfson  said  it  was  possible  that  the 
three  towns  that  would  have  to  pay  more 
under  the  statutory  method  could  ob- 
tain what  is  called  "pot  hole"  money  from 
the  state  to  help  cover  their  additional 
assessments. 

If  the  impasse  continues  to  Dec.  1, 
Wulfson  indicated  that  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Education  could  take  over 
the  district  but  was  "not  sure  what  that 
means"  because  it  would  be  the  first  time 
the  department  took  such  action. 

— Peter  Rowntree 
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MILLER,  SAVAGE  OUT  IN  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  UPHEAVAL 


At  the  Board  of  Selectmen's  regularly 
scheduled  meeting  on  May  9  (a 
Wednesday  due  to  the  town  meeting 
being  on  Monday,  May  7),  David  Macy, 
as  chair  of  the  Board,  asked  Jack  Pollitt, 
Catherine  Miller  and  Marcia  Savage, 
three  of  Sheffield's  four  members  of  the 
Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School 
District  School  Committee  members  if 
they  would  "respect  and  abide  by"  the 
town  meeting's  decision  endorsing  the 
use  of  the  statutory  method. 

Pollitt  said  he  would.  Miller,  the 
school  committee  chair,  and  Savage 
declined  to  make  a  commitment  at  that 
time.  Sheffield's  fourth  school  commit- 
tee seat  has  been  vacant  since  Dek  Tillet 
resigned  in  January. 

The  position  of  chair  rotates  among 
the  selectmen  as  of  the  date  of  the  town 
elections,  and  at  the  next  regularly  sched- 
uled Board  of  Selectmen  meeting,  on 
May  21,  Julie  Hannum  became  the  chair. 
The  principal  item  on  the  agenda  was  ap- 
pointments to  the  large  number  of  town 
boards,  committees,  commissions  and 
other  official  bodies,  including  the  school 
committee. 

After  other  appointments  had  been 
made  or  deferred,  without  discussion, 
Macy  moved  to  replace  Miller  and  Savage 
with  David  Steindler,  the  chair  of  the 
town's  Finance  Committee  and  Susan 
Young,  a  Library  trustee,  and  to  appoint 
Janet  Stanton  to  fill  the  vacant  seat.  The 
vote  was  two  to  one,  with  Macy  and  Jim 
Collingwood  voting  aye  and  a  surprised 
Hannum  voting  no.  Steindler  and  Young 
are  experienced  former  committee  mem- 
bers, Stanton  a  former  town  selectman. 

Miller,  a  former  dean  of  Simon's  Rock 
College  in  Great  Barrington,  and  Sav- 
age, a  former  president  of  Manhattan  - 
ville  College  in  Purchase,  NY,  were  not 
warned  they  would  be  replaced. 

Negative  reactions 

Many  have  voiced  dismay  at  the 
whole  process.  The  Berkshire  Eagle,  in 
a  June  18  editorial,  called  it  a  "political 
purge,"  saying  that  "stifling  dissenting 
voices  is  undemocratic."  Egremont's 
school  committee  representative  and 


others  have  called  for  the  three  new 
appointees  from  Sheffield  to  resign  so 
the  process  can  "begin  again  in  a  more 
open  fashion." 

In  Sheffield,  resident  Dennis  Sears  or- 
ganized a  petition  that  was  signed  by  364 
Sheffield  residents  calling  on  the  Board 
of  Selectmen  to  recall  the  appointments, 
made  in  a  way  that  possibly  violates  Mas- 
sachusetts' Open  Meeting  Law  (see  box 
below).  It  asks  the  Board  to  consider  all 
applications  for  the  open  positions,  allow 
residents  to  comment  on  the  applicants, 

OPEN  MEETINGS, 
OPEN  AGENDAS 

The  Massachusetts  Open  Meeting 
Law  mandates  that  "all  meetings  of  a 
governmental  body"  be  open  to  the 
public,  with  limited  exceptions  for 
such  things  as  meeting  in  executive 
session,  and  that  "no  quorum  of  a  gov- 
ernmental body  shall  meet  in  private 
for  the  purpose  of  deciding  on  or 
deliberating  toward  a  decision  on  any 
matter."  It  goes  on  to  say  that  advance 
notice  of  such  meetings  must  be  pub- 
licly posted  and  accurate  minutes  be 
maintained. The  law  says  that  "chance" 
or  "social"  meetings  cannot  be  used 
to  circumvent  the  spirit  of  the  law,  and 
remedies  include  invalidating  any  ac- 
tion taken  at  a  meeting  where  the  law 
was  ignored. 

Until  recently,  agendas  for  regular 
Board  of  Selectmen's  meetings  were 
made  available  to  the  public  only  a 
few  hours  before  the  meeting,  and 
then  only  by  request  at  town  hall  or 
by  calling  the  Board's  administrative 
assistant. This  led  to  few  townspeople 
knowing  what  would  be  discussed  at 
a  meeting  unless,  as  often  happened, 
some  were  informed  ahead  of  time. 

Starting  with  the  June  18  meeting, 
Joe  Kellogg,  the  interim  town 
administrator,  has  instituted  a  new 
procedure  that  requires  posting 
important  agenda  items,  including 
consideration  of  appointments  to 
town  boards,  on  the  town  bulletin 
boards  and  the  Sheffield  town 
website  at  www.sheffieldma.gov 
before  the  meeting. 


deliberate  in  an  open  meeting  and  make 
a  decision  on  the  basis  of  the  applicant's 
relative  qualifications. 

The  petition  was  presented  to  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  at  its  June  4  meeting, 
which  was  attended  by  about  70  people.  In 
response,  Selectman  Macy  gave  a  long  and 
vigorous  defense  of  the  Board's  actions, 
saying  that  the  suggested  recall  would 
violate  the  "civil  rights"  of  the  appointees. 
He  emphasized  that  he  has  acted  fairly 
in  his  dealings  with  the  other  towns  and 
did  what  he  did  in  the  best  interests  of 
Sheffield.  He  went  on  to  say  that  the 
two  replaced  members  "were  out  of  sync" 
with  the  town  and  that  "it  was  time  for  a 
change."  He  said  he  wants  the  Sheffield 
representatives  to  be  "on  the  same  page"  as 
the  Selectmen  and  the  Finance  Commit- 


tee. 


Macy  responded  to  criticism  about 
not  taking  more  time  to  identify  other 
possible  candidates — he  had  contacted 
only  four — by  saying  that  it  was  impor- 
tant to  replace  the  committee  members 
promptly  "because  of  the  state  of  the 
school  budget"  and  the  limited  number 
of  people  qualified  to  handle  school 
budgetary  matters.  This  statement 
prompted  laughter  from  the  audience 
and  a  comment  from  Marcia  Savage  to 
the  effect  that  she  had  been  managing 
multi-million  dollar  education  budgets 
for  many  years.  It  was  pointed  out  in 
later  discussion  that  the  responsibility 
for  resolving  the  school  budget  alloca- 
tion dispute  seems  to  have  passed  to 
the  town's  selectmen  and  out  of  the 
school  committee's  hands,  so  there  was 
little  need  for  quick  action. 

The  sense  of  the  discussion  that  fol- 
lowed was  dissatisfaction  with  the  Board 
of  Selectmen's  failure  to  identify  other 
candidates  and  consider  the  proposed 
appointments  in  an  open  meeting.  Sears 
said  at  the  meeting  that  he  would  file  a 
complaint  with  the  Berkshire  Count)' 
District  Attorney  on  possible  violations 
of  the  Open  Meeting  Law  and  did  so  a 
few  days  after  the  meeting.  Resolution 
of  the  complaint  depends  on  the  DA's 
caseload  and  will  take  some  time. 

— Peter  Rcwntree 
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THE  ROLE  OFTHE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 


According  to  the  Massachusetts  As- 
sociation of  School  Committees,  the 
Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School 
District  is  one  of  only  a  handful  of 
school  districts  whose  school  com- 
mittee members  are  appointed  by 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  rather  than 
elected  by  voters.  Elected  committees 
provide  an  extra  layer  of  insulation 
between  the  schools  and  local  govern- 
ment to  minimize  political  interfer- 
ence by  the  latter. 

The  arrangement  dates  back  to 
the  settlement  of  the  "one  man,  one 
vote"  litigation  in  1 998,  started  by 
Sheffield  in  an  effort  to  obtain  more 
seats  on  the  school  committee  to 
better  reflect  the  proportion  of 
students  it  sent  to  the  schools. 

When  school  committee  members 
are  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  who  do  they  represent? 
That  question  is  raised  by  the  request 
made  by  Selectman  David  Macy  to 
Jack  Pollitt,  Catherine  Miller  and 
Marcia  Savage  at  the  May  9  Board  of 
Selectmen  meeting,  to  state  whether 
they  would  "support  and  abide  by"  the 


vote  on  the  school  budget  assessment 
at  the  town  meeting.At  the  June  4 
meeting,  as  reported  by  the  Berkshire 
Record,  Macy  said  that  "the  bottom 
line  is  that  the  school  committee  is 
appointed  by,  and  it  is  accountable 
to,  the  selectmen."  This  reflects  a 
view  held  by  many — that  Sheffield's 
committee  members  are  legally  bound 
by  the  will  of  the  town  meeting  and 
the  selectmen. 

The  state  association  of  school 
committees  states  in  its  Code  of 
Ethics  that  the  "primary  responsibility" 
of  committee  members  is  to  "the 
children"  in  the  school. The  generally 
accepted  view  is  that  "once  appointed, 
town  boards  and  commissions  must 
be  free  to  act  on  their  own,  without 
interference  from  the  selectmen," 
as  the  Handbook  for  Massachusetts 
Selectmen  (Massachusetts  Municipal 
Assoc,  3rd  edition)  states.Town 
Administrator  Joe  Kellogg  echoes  this 
view,  saying  that  "appointed  members 
to  town  bodies  have  a  responsibility 
to  exercise  their  own  independent 
judgment"  — P.  R. 


ART  SHOWS  AT 
DEWEY  HALL 

I  he  I  lou.stonic  Valley  Art  \,<;iyu<- 
(formerly  the  Sheffield  Art  League)  will 
be  holding  two  art  shows  featuring  local 
artists  at  Dewey  Hall  this  summer. 

The Julyjuried  Show  opens  with  a 
reception  on  Fri.,  July  13,  4:30  to  6pm. 
The  show  runs  from  July  12  to  Aug.  5. 
Jurors  for  this  show  are  Leslie  Lillen  Levy, 
a  Kent,  CT,  artist  who  works  in  pastels 
and  oils,  and  Frank  Federico,  a  nationally 
known  painter  and  teacher  who  lives  in 
Goshen,  CT. 

The  August  Member  Show  opens  on 
Fri.,  Aug.  10,  with  a  reception  also  from 
4:30  to  6pm.  The  show  runs  from  Aug.  9 
to  Sept.  3.  Jurors  for  awards  are  Margot 
Trout,  a  landscape  painter  from  Great 
Barrington,  and  Ed  Carson,  an  oil  painter 
and  graphic  artist  from  North  Adams, 

Both  receptions  are  open  to  the  pub- 
lic. Show  hours  are  10am  to  5pm  every 
day  except  Fridays,  when  the  show  is 
open  until  6. 


See  page  27  for  how  to  support 
the  Sheffield  Times. 


Musical  evenings  that  will  nourish  your  soul. 

Hear  great  choral  masterpieces  performed  by  a  chorus  of  200  voices,  I  Box  Office:  413.229.1999 

prominent  soloists,  renowned  conductors  and  the  Springfield  Symphony  Orchestra.       |  Tickets:  $25-$40 


July  14,  2007 

Conductor:  Frank  Nemhauser 

Dvorak  -  Stabat  Mater 

July  21,  2007 

Conductor:  Donald  McCullough 

Haydn  -  Harmoniemesse 

Donald  McCullough    -  Psalm  150 

July  28,  2007 
Conductor:  Grant  Gershon 

An  evening  of  Te  Deums 


August  4,  2007 
Conductor:  David  Hayes 

Melvin  Chen,  Piano 

Beethoven  -  Elegischer  Gesang  and 

Choral  Fantasy,  Op.  80 

August  11,  2007 

Conductor:  Kathy  Saltzman  Romey 

Mozart  -  Mass  in  C  Minor,  K.  427 
Mendelssohn  -  Psalm  42,  Op.  42 


Saturday  Concerts-8pm  PREPs:  Free  pre-concert  talks-6:45pm 


BERKSHIRE 
CHORAL 
FESTIVAL 


245  North  Undermountain  Road 
Sheffield,  MA  01257  www.choralfest.org 
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Library  News 


RECOMMENDED  READING 


Too  Soon  to  Say  Goodbye  by  Art  Buch- 
wald  (Random  House  New  York,  2006). 
The  Apostle  Paul  in  his  great  treatise  on 
life  and  death  noted  that  the  last  enemy 
to  be  destroyed  is  death  (I  Corinthians 
15:26),  You  wouldn't  know  it  after  read- 
ing Art  Buchwald's  sometimes  touching, 
often  very  funny  account  of  his  last  days 
in  a  hospice  facility  in  Washington,  DC. 

Here's  what  happened.  Buchwald,  a 
newspaper  columnist  and  humorist  fpr 
half  a  century,  explained  how  he  had  al- 
ways taken  his  kidneys  for  granted.  "All  my 
life  I  had  just  assumed  they  would  not  give 
me  any  problems.  The  kidney  does  its  duty 
discreetly  and  without  fanfare."  Perhaps 
Buchwald's  kidneys  were  jealous  because 
they  had  not  received  as  much  attention 
as,  say,  his  heart.  "Sonnets,  love  songs,  and 
masterpieces  of  fiction  have  been  devoted 
to  the  heart,"  he  wrote.  At  any  rate,  one  day 
his  kidneys  simply  went  kaput, 

Buchwald  then  considered  his  op- 
tions, A  kidney  transplant — his  daugh- 
ter-in-law even  offered  him  one  of 
hers — but  he  figured  he  was  too  old  and 
it  was  too  risky.  Also  dialysis.  He  agreed 
to  that,  but  only  if  he  could  begin  after 
his  80th  birthday  in  the  summer.  Unfor- 
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tunately,  his  body  once  again  complained. 
This  time  it  was  his  right  foot.  Gangrene 
had  set  in.  He  would  have  to  have  the  leg 
amputated,  and  he  would  have  to  begin 
dialysis  before  surgery. 

But  he  didn't  like  dialysis,  so  he 
decided  to  die,  instead.  That's  when  he 
checked  in  to  the  hospice.  He  was  sup- 
posed to  die  in  a  week  or  two.  "By  all  rights 
I  should  have  finished  my  time  here  in 
mid-March  2006 — at  least,  that's  when 
Medicare  stopped  paying."  The  only  prob- 
lem was  that  he  didn't.  Months  later  he 
was  still  alive  and  having  a  ball. "Every  day 
I  sit  in  a  beautiful  living  room  where  I  can 
have  anything  I  want.  Most  people  have  to 
watch  their  diets.  No  one  can  believe  that  I 
can  eat  anything  I  want." 

"Dying  isn't  hard,"  he  concluded. "Get- 
ting paid  by  Medicare  is." 

Then  follows  classic  Buchwald  at  his 
best.  "Everybody  wants  to  please  me,"  he 
writes. "Food  seems  to  be  very  important, 
not  only  to  my  guests,  but  also  to  me.  If 
they  bring  food,  they  get  even  better  treat- 
ment from  me.  One  day  I  told  a  friend  I 
had  dreamed  the  night  before  of  a  corned 
beef  sandwich.  The  next  day  I  got  ten." 

Finally,  it  became  clear  his  time  was  al- 
most up  so  he  decided  to  plan  his  memori- 
al service.  He  wanted  to  know  what  people 
would  say  about  him.  So  he  wrote  to  such 
friends  as  Tom  Brokaw  and  Mike  Wal- 
lace: "You  have  been  chosen  by  Publishers 
Clearinghouse  to  be  one  of  the  speakers  at 
my  memorial  celebration,  I  can't  give  you  a 
date,  but  whenever  it  is,  we're  going  to  have 
a  celebration  at  the  Washington  Hebrew 
Congregation  on  Macomb  Street."  He  was 
explicit  about  how  long  each  should  speak. 
"I  think  three  minutes  would  be  a  perfect 
amount  of  time  to  tell  me  how  wonderful 
I  am.  Please  RS  VP  to  this  letter  if  I'm  still 
here.  If  not,  tell  Joel  [his  son]." 

There's  much  more  in  the  book,  all  told 
in  Buchwald's  happy,  irascible  style. 

Why  do  some  of  us — possibly  even  St. 
Paul — fear  death,  and  others,  like  Buch- 
wald almost  welcome  it?  If  Buchwald's 
book  does  nothing  else,  it  helps  us  laugh 
about  death  and  life  and  give  thanks  that 
organizations  like  Hospice  give  us  an  op- 
portunity to  reach  the  end  in  peace. 

— John  G.  Wightman 


THE  BUSHNELL-SAGE  LIBRARY 

(Just  off  Route  7  in  Sheffield)  4 1 3-229-7004 

HOURS 

Tuesday-Thursday  10-5 

Friday  10-8 

Saturday  10-5 

Sunday  2-5 

Monday  Closed 


LIBRARY  NOTES 

Staff  changes*  We  regret  to  announce 
that  June  Wolfe  has  resigned  as  Chil- 
dren's Librarian,  a  post  she  has  held  for 
more  than  three  years.  She  will  be  missed. 

Anne  Dunn  has  accepted  a  teaching 
position  at  the  elementary  school.  While 
we  are  sorry  to  lose  her  as  a  full-time  em- 
ployee, we  are  delighted  to  report  that  she 
will  continue  to  work  on  special  projects 
for  the  Library. 

Our  thanks  to  both  of  these  extremely 
talented  women. 

Kindergarten  class  visits.  On  June  13, 
about  17  kindergarteners  from  Sharon 
Milhus'  class  at  the  elementary  school, 
several  parents  and  School  Superinten- 
dent Valerie  Spriggs  listened  raptly  to 
Nancy  Hahn,  the  Library  director,  read 
Ferdinand  the  Bull  and  other  stories  at 
the  Library.  Afterwards,  they  participated 
in  a  craft  project  with  materials  assem- 
bled and  prepared  by  Library  volunteer 
Sherry  MacDonald.  The  event  ended 
with  a  bang — the  celebration  of  the 
children's  graduation. 

Valerie  said  the  event  was  a  great  suc- 
cess and  thanked  Nancy  and  Sherry  for 
putting  it  on. 

— Peter  Rowntree 

LIBRARY  EVENTS 

Booktalk  by  Patricia  Schultz,  author 
of  1,000  Places  To  See  Before  You  Die 
in  the  USA  and  Canada,  published  by 
Workman  Publishing  Company.  July  7 
at  2pm. 

Summer  Reading  Camp.  Please  call 
229-7004  for  more  information  July  9- 
13.  9:30am  to  noon. 

Driver  and  Barstow  to  speak.  At 
7pm  on  July  19,  husband  and  wife  team 
Tom  Driver  and  Anne  Barstow  will  give 
a  talk  entitled  "Beauty  and  Social  Revo- 
lution" at  the  Library.  The}'  will  discuss 
their  recent  visit  to  Venezuela  as  Wit- 
nesses for  Peace. 

Book  Sale,  The  annual  sale  will  be 
held  August  23,  24  and  25. 
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Village  Green 


FROM  THE  BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN'S  MINUTES 


4/2 — A  letter  was  received  from  the  Southern  Berkshire 
Regional  School  District  (SBRSD)  requesting  an  article  be  placed 
on  the  annual  town  meeting  warrant  to  transfer  $285,000  from 
the  E  &  D  account  [the  schools  "excess  and  deficiency"  fund,  a  rainy 
day  reserve]  to  cover  a  shortfall  in  school  choice  tuition.  Board  of 
Selectman  chairman  David  Macy  and  Finance  Committee  chair- 
man David  Steindler  urged  the  Board  not  to  support  the  article. 
Selectman  Julie  Hannum  stated  that  she  is  not  prepared  to  make  a 
motion  at  this  time. 

The  construction  and  location  of  the  Senior  Center  was  discussed. 
The  Board  is  awaiting  further  information  from  the  Council  on  Aging 
and  the  Senior  Center  Building  Committee  to  be  received  by  April  11. 

Chairman  Macy  explained  the  process  for  assessing  each  town's 
appropriation  to  fund  the  SBRSD  budget.  The  five  towns  met  and 
worked  out  a  method  for  calculating  each  town's  appropriation.  The 
state  Dept.  of  Education's  method  was  not  used.  The  Dept.  of  Educa- 
tion has  sent  out  a  guidance  memo  stating  that  their  method  must  be 
used,  unless  every  town  in  the  district  agrees  to  an  alternate  method 
every  year.  SBRSD  has  requested  a  total  budget  of  $9,301,570  for  fis- 
cal year  2008.  Discussion  ensued  on  the  minimum  local  contribution 
for  Sheffield  and  using  the  so-called  statutory  formula,  which  would 
result  in  a  $320,989  reduction  in  Sheffield's  school  assessment  and 
would  eliminate  the  need  for  a  Proposition  2*/2  override  for  Sheffield, 
[See  story  on  page  lfor  more  on  this.] 

Chairman  Macy  suggested  that  two  warrant  articles  be  placed  on 
the  warrant,  one  for  the  minimum  contribution  under  the  statutory 
method  and  the  other  the  additional  contribution  under  that  method. 
Discussion  ensued  on  the  requirements  for  passing  the  school  budget. 
Selectman  Hannum  moved  to  fund  $3,465,191  as  Sheffield's  mini- 
mum contribution  and  $1,295,769  as  the  additional  contribution.  The 
morion  carried  unanimously. 

The  Board  discussed  additional  potential  warrant  articles  beyond 
the  usual  capital  requests  and  the  Planning  Board's  zoning  by-law 
changes.  Accepting  donated  land  near  the  covered  bridge  for  a  picnic 
area  was  one  [this  was  approved  at  town  meeting).  An  article  for 
hotel/motel  tax  will  not  be  placed  on  the  warrant.  Discussion  ensued 
on  withdrawing  from  the  mosquito  control  program  and  on  making 
enrollment  in  Medicare  a  requirement  for  retirees  along  with  a  supple- 
mental insurance  plan  provided  by  the  town,  a  measure  that  would 
likely  save  the  town  money. 

The  rental  agreement  from  the  Friendly  Union  for  Dewey  Hall 
will  remain  the  same  as  the  current  year. 

Selectman  Jim  Collingwood  suggested  an  alteration  of  the  inter- 
section of  Old  Joe  and  Home  roads.  Selectman  Hannum  noted  that 
West  Rd.  needs  maintenance. 

4/9 — The  Board  discussed  the  need  to  have  a  Proposition  2x/2 
override  on  the  warrant  in  the  event  that  town  meeting  approves 
the  school  budget  using  the  "alternate  assessment  method"  at 
$5,081,949  instead  of  the  "statutory  assessment  method"  at 
$4,760,960.  Selectman  Hannum  moved  to  place  a  Proposition  2J/2 
override  question  before  the  voters  to  allow  Sheffield  to  assess  an 
additional  $216,911  in  real  estate  and  personal  property  taxes  to 


fund  the  school  operating  budget  allocation  utilizing  the  alternate 
assessment  method,  a  motion  that  carried  unanimously 

4/10 — The  Board  met  with  selectmen  from  Egremont,  Alford,  Mon- 
terey and  New  Marlborough  to  discuss  the  school  assessment  formula 
and  the  ramifications  of  the  new  Dept.  of  Education  guidance  letter. 
All  five  towns  will  have  language  on  their  warrant  implementing  the 
new  regulations.  The  other  towns  were  advised  that  they  should  not 
expect  Sheffield  Town  Meeting  to  vote  to  approve  the  school  assess- 
ment using  "alternate  assessment  formula"  as  there  is  no  legal  obliga- 
tion to  do  so  and  it  would  cost  Sheffield  an  additional  $320,000, 
which  would  require  a  Proposition  2Vi  override.  [See  story  on  page  1.] 
The  Senior  Center  Building  Committee  presented  a  new  plan  for 
the  Senior  Center.  The  Board  agreed  to  put  funding  of  $600,000  for 
the  center  on  the  warrant.  It  was  suggested  that  the  Council  on  Aging 
could  hire  a  grants  writer  if  the  town  should  not  vote  to  fund  the 
center.  [The  measure  was  not  approved.] 

4/23 — The  annual  town  meeting  warrant  was  signed. 

5/9 — Chairman  Macy  requested  Sheffield's  school  committee  rep- 
resentatives, who  were  present,  to  state  what  position  they  planned 
to  take  regarding  the  school  district  assessment  and  whether  they 
intended  to  respect  and  abide  by  the  vote  of  town  meeting  regarding 
the  assessment  method.  Pollitt  said  that  he  respected  and  would  abide 
by  the  decision.  Miller  and  Savage  both  stated  that  they  would  not 
make  a  commitment  at  this  time.  [See  story  on  page  14.] 

Finance  Committee  chair  David  Steindler  objected  to  comments 
made  by  Selectman  Hannum  that  he  claimed  undermined  the  integ- 
rity of  those  who  disagreed.  Hannum  responded  that  she  meant  no 
personal  attack  on  anyone  and  that  her  statement  was  related  to  the 
process  regarding  the  school  assessment  question.  Chairman  Macy 
stated  that  in  his  opinion  members  of  boards  and  committees 
needed  to  exercise  care  when  speaking  publicly  as  individuals  on 
matters  on  which  the  Board  or  committee  is  responsible  or  has 
taken  a  position.  He  explained  that  people  often  would  not  make 
the  distinction  between  a  personal  position  and  speaking  on  behalf 
of  the  Board. 

Chairman  Macy  announced  the  resignation  of  Robert  Weitz  as 
town  administrator.  The  Board  discussed  the  need  for  a  full-time 
office  assistant  and  it  was  agreed  that  Weitz  would  contact  Rhonda 
LaBombard,  former  town  secretary,  about  a  redefined  position. 

Joseph  Kellogg,  town  administrator  in  Chester  and  previous  town 
manager  of  Great  Barrington  and  Lenox,  was  introduced  as  a  possible 
interim  administrator  for  the  town.  The  Board  will  enter  into  negotia- 
tions with  Mr.  Kellogg  as  soon  as  possible. 

As  suggested  by  Weitz  and  the  Town  Hall  ad  hoc  parking  lot 
committee,  a  portable  toilet  will  be  rented  for  the  lot  for  2007  from 
Mothers'  Day  through  Columbus  Day,  until  a  more  permanent  solu- 
tion can  be  reached. 

5/21 — Julie  Hannum  assumed  the  role  of  chair  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen.  Continued  on  page  18 
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Board  of  Selectmen's  meetings  can 

be  seen  on  CTSB  Cable  Channel  1 6. 

Check  schedule  for  times. 

Not  all  meetings  are  televised. 


The  list  of  appointments  was  read  by  the  Selectmen.  Agricultural 
Commission  and  Conservation  Commission  appointments  were 
tabled  until  a  later  meeting  and  the  Council  on  Aging  appointments 
put  on  hold  until  more  information  could  be  obtained.  David  Smith, 
Sr.,  was  added  as  Alternate  Delegate  to  Berkshire  Regional  Planning 
Commission,  Moderator  Bruce  Person  recommended  that  David 
Smith  and  Judith  Schnurr  be  reappointed  and  that  Collin  Smith  be 
appointed  to  fill  a  vacancy  on  the  Finance  Committee,  a  recommenda- 
tion that  passed  unanimously 

Selectman  Macy  read  a  statement  regarding  appointments  to  the 
School  Committee.  Macy  moved  to  appoint  David  Steindler,  Susan 
Young  and  Janet  Stanton,  seconded  by  Selectman  Collingwood. 
Discussion  ensued  regarding  the  appointments.  Concerns  were 
expressed  concerning  appointing  a  member  (Young)  who  is  out  of 
town  for  five  months  of  the  year  and  appointing  a  member  who  is 
currently  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  (Steindler).  Discussion 
ensued  on  the  terms  of  the  appointment.  Macy  amended  his  motion 
to  appoint  David  Steindler  and  Susan  Young  for  three-year  terms  and 
Janet  Stanton  to  fill  a  vacancy  for  one  year.  The  motion  carried  by  a  2 
to  1  vote.  Selectman  Macy  moved  to  send  a  letter  of  appreciation  to 
the  School  Committee  members  not  appointed  and  to  Mark  Bachetti 
from  the  Finance  Committee,  seconded  by  Selectman  Collingwood. 
The  motion  carried  unanimously.  There  are  many  letters  of  apprecia- 
tion that  will  need  to  be  sent. 

In  other  business,  the  Board  voted  to  dedicate  the  railroad  barn  to 
be  used  by  the  Fire  Dept.  Bill  O'Donnell  resigned  from  the  Highway 
Dept.,  and  a  replacement  will  be  sought.  Vereran's  agent  Al  Adams  is 
retiring,  and  all  southern  Berkshire  towns  are  asked  to  participate  in 
interviewing  candidates  for  the  position. 

Chris  Weld  informed  the  Board  of  his  plans  to  operate  a  brewery 
on  Home  Rd.  Two  curb  cuts  were  approved,  one  for  Peter  Soules  at 
176  Root  Lane  and  other  Pine  Grove  Properties  at  101  Hewins  St. 

Currently  the  town  is  paying  $75  per  load  for  Master  Garbolo- 
gist  to  take  metal  to  Ray's  Auto  Parts  for  recycling.  At  the  request  of 
town  administrator  Weitz,  John  Jasmin  from  Ray's  Auto  Parts  has 
presented  a  proposal  in  which  Ray's  would  pay  the  town  $150  per  40- 
yard  container.  Transportation  of  the  metal  will  be  handled  by  JTC 
and  Sons,  which  is  owned  by  the  son  of  Selectman  Collingwood,  who 
is  also  related  to  Selectmen  Macy  and  Hannum. 

The  Board  accepted  Weitz's  resignation  with  regret  and  appointed 
Joseph  Kellogg  as  part-time  interim  town  manager  at  the  rate  of 
$35  per  hour.  Rhonda  LaBombard  was  appointed  to  a  new  position 
called  Assisstant  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Planning  Board.  The 
MMA  Consulting  Group  will  be  hired  to  search  for  a  new  full-time 
town  administrator. 

6/4 — Tom  Matuszko  from  the  Berkshire  Regional  Planning  Com- 
mission was  present  to  discuss  Chapter  43 D  reform.  Chapter  43  D  is 
a  "local  option  law" — it  needs  approval  at  town  meeting — that  pro- 
vides expedited  permitting  for  commercial  and  industrial  developers 
of  sites  the  town  wishes  to  be  developed.  The  board  voted  to  explore 
options  presented  by  the  law. 

Dennis  Sears  submitted  19  citizen's  petitions  signed  by  364  resi- 


dents. [See  story  on  page  14.]  Dennis  read  the  petition.  Selectman  Macy 
read  a  statement.  Selectman  Collingwood  was  asked  for  his  opinion 
on  the  appointments  and  responded  that  the  two  School  Committee 
members  not  reappointed  walked  out  of  a  meeting  with  no  opinion, 
their  terms  were  up  and  he  received  no  calls  regarding  them. 

Resident  Peter  Rowntree  disagreed  with  the  appointments  to 
the  School  Committee.  Concerns  were  raised  regarding  a  conflict  of 
interest  by  appointing  the  chairman  of  Finance  Committee  (David 
Steindler)  to  the  committee.  Steindler  contacted  the  state's  Ethics 
Commission.  Concerns  wercbrought  up  regarding  the  appointment 
process  and  advertisement  of  open  positions.  The  open  position  on 
the  School  Committee,  Chairman  Hannum  noted,  was  advertised  in 
the  Sheffield  Times  and  was  posted  on  the  town  web  site.  Discussion 
ensued  regarding  how  theschool  budget  process  was  handled  with  the 
other  towns  in  the  district  and  about  the  mission  statements  for  the 
Finance  Committee  and  School  Committee.  Concerns  were  brought 
up  regarding  the  Open  Meeting  Law.  Discussion  ensued  regarding  re- 
call of  appointed  officials.  Administrator  Weitz  will  check  again  with 
Town  Counsel  regarding  recalling  appointed  officials. 

Chairman  Hannum  discussed  the  possibility  of  a  compromise 
from  Sheffield  on  the  school  budget  and  the  board  voted  to  bring  the 
issue  of  a  proposed  compromise  to  the  Finance  Committee. 

The  Board  voted  to  hire  MMA  Consulting  Group  to  advertise  for 
and  screen  candidates  for  the  town  manager  position. 

The  Board  made  a  number  of  appointments:  Lovina  Gulotta 
and  Peter  Traub  to  the  Council  on  Aging  (leaving  two  more  open 
positions);  Robert  Parker  to  the  Conservation  Commission  [replac- 
ingjune  Wolfe,  who  resigned];  Jim  Larkin,  Bruce  Howden,Jim  Kelly, 
Morven  Allen,  Dominic  Palumbo,  Kathy  Orlando,  Louis  Aragi  to  the 
Agricultural  Commission,  with  David  Smith,  Sr.,  and  Ruth  Ziegler  as 
alternates;  Tammy  Blackwell  as  Principal  Assessor;  Rhonda  LaBom- 
bard as  Chief  Procurement  Officer;  Brian  Fahey  and  Jonathan  Finner- 
ty  as  police  officers;  and  Rebecca  Beham,  Sherry  Boardman  and  Rene 
Boardman  as  emergency  management  services  staff. 

The  Board  discussed  obtaining  a  grant  for  the  proposed  senior 
center.  It  approved  an  antiques  license  for  Reginald  Madison  for  1695 
North  Main  St.  It  approved  a  roadside  sign  permit  for  Christ  Church 
for  June  5  to  7. 

6/11 — Chairman  Hannum  submitted  financial  information  that 
she  prepared  regarding  a  compromise  solution  for  the  school  budget. 
Discussion  ensued  regarding  Sheffield  contributing  additional  funds 
for  the  SBRSD  FY08  budget.  Discussions  ensued  regarding  the 
statutory  method,  alternative  methods,  changing  the  district  agree- 
ment and  the  town  meeting  vote.  Selectman  Macy  stated  that  his 
concern  with  contributing  extra  funds  would  be  going  against  the 
town  meeting  vote.  Discussion  ensued  on  holding  another  five-town 
Board  of  Selectmen  meeting. 

The  board  ratified  a  one-year  extension  of  the  highway  contract, 
with  the  change  that  the  hourly  rate  for  heavy  equipment  operator  be 
$18  and  the  rate  for  light  truck  drivers  be  increased  by  2.86  percent.  It 
approved  a  roadside  sign  permit  for  the  Sheffield  Friendly  Union  for 
the  pancake  breakfast  on  June  16. 
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TOWN  HALL  WELCOMES  NEW  TEAM 


is 


Sheffield's  long-rime  Town  Administrator, 
Bob  Wcit%,  left  ro  become  administrator  for 
the  town  of  Wilbrabam  in  mid-June.  To  rake 
his  place  on  a  part-time,  interim  basis,  the 
Board  of  Selectmen  has  hired  Joseph  Kellogg 
from  Lenox.  Additionally,  Rhonda  LaBom- 
bard  has  returned  to  town  employment  as, 
Assistant  Town  Administrator/ Assistant  to 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Planning  Board. 

Joe  previously  served  as  town  manager 
in  Lenox  and  Great  Barrington  and  has  been 
involved  in  municipal  service  across  Mas- 
sachusetts for  over  25  years.  He  resigned  as 
town  administrator  for  Chester  to  accept  the 
position  in  Sheffield. 

Joe  also  works  part-time  for  the  town 
of  Stockbridge  as  project  manager  oversee- 
ing the  conversion  of  the  Stockbridge  Plain 
School  to  town  offices  and  rental  space. 
When  the  Stockbridge  project  is  completed 
in  late  summer  or  early  fall,  he  will  work  for 
Sheffield  in  a  full-time  capacity.  Joe  has  also 
expressed  interest  in  applying  for  the  perma- 
nent position. 

The  Board  considers  itself  fortunate  to 
have  a  seasoned  veteran  available  to  serve 
as  Interim  Administrator.  He  immediately 
shared  knowledge  and  expertise  on  several 
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issues  that  have  come  before  the  Board. 

Jbe  lives  in  Lenox  with  his  wife, 
Barbara.  They  have  one  grown  daughter 
and  two  grandsons.  He  has  a  bachelor's 
degree  in  geography  from  Framingham 
State  College,  and  a  masters  in  urban 
geography  from  Miami  University  in 
Ohio.  Joe  serves  on  the  Lenox  Planning 
Board  and  is  a  delegate  to  the  Berkshire 
Regional  Planning  Commission. 

Joe's  regular  schedule  in  Town  Hall 
is  Monday  to  Friday,  9am  to  1pm,  although 
he  is  available  as  needed  to  attend  to  town 
business.  He  can  be  reached  at  229-7000,  or 
via  email  at  sheffieldmass@bcn.net. 

Rhonda  previously  worked  for  the  town 
of  Sheffield  as  administrative  assistant  to 
the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  Town  Admin- 
istrator. In  the  newly  created  job  of  assistant 
administrator,  Rhonda  has  been  appointed 
Chief  Procurement  Officer,  and  her  expanded 
duties  will  include  providing  administrative 
assistance  to  the  Planning  Board,  as  well  as 
assisting  the  Town  Administrator  and  Board 
of  Selectmen  on  various  projects. 

Rhonda  has  an  associate's  degree  in  busi- 
ness administration  from  Berkshire  Com- 
munity College  and  is  currently  pursuing  her 
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Joe  Kellogg  and  Rhonda  LaBombard 

bachelor's  degree  in  business  from  Westfield 
State  College.  A  masters  in  public  adminis- 
tration is  her  long-range  goal.  She  previously 
worked  for  the  town  of  Otis  as  executive 
secretary  and  clerk  to  the  Conservation  Com- 
mission. She  is  resigning  as  Otis  Town  Trea- 
surer, a  post  that  she  has  held  for  17  years. 

Rhonda  lives  in  Otis  with  her  husband, 
Don.  They  have  four  teenage  sons,  the  oldest 
of  which  recently  graduated  from  Southwick- 
Tolland  Regional  High  School. 

Rhonda  can  be  reached  at  Town  Hall, 
Monday  to  Friday,  9am  to  4pm,  at  229-7000, 
or  via  email  atbosoffice@townofsheffield.com. 

— Julie  Hannum 


Spring  Gardenware  Sale  II! 

„  over  lOO  cers 


f0om  or  Ore/ 

rS°"    ^i«>*     ';.-*    '  'T  SR9B,**)fcii,:-      'CQfa     <"*       < 


SHPPPIPl  r>  POTTERY 

*-i  Route  7 

.^.Sheffield,  MA     \. 888. 77^. 1^19 
^L  OPEN  7  DAYS 


Sheffiel 


arket 


Fridays 

3:30  to  6:30 

center 
of  town 

Music!  More 
vendors! 

Barb's  Baked  Goods  •  Beef  LLC 

•  Berkshire  Mountain  Bakery  • 
Berkshires  Best  •  Bill's  Busy  Bees  • 
Bizalion's  Fine  Foods  •  Brooks  & 
Magill  •  Chart  Mind  Gallery  •  Chubby 
Bunny  •  Equinox  Farms  •  Farm 
Country  Soups  •  Farmhouse  Bakers 

•  Greener  Leaves  Greenhouse  •  High 
Country  Farms  •  Homemade  Knives 

•  Howard  Farms  •  Lakeview  Orchard 

•  Land  Of  Nod  Winery  •  Moon  In  The 
Pond  Farm  •  Naji's  Resturant  •  When 
Pigs  Fly  Farm  •  Wildflowers 

A  PROUD  MEMBER  OF  BERKSHIRE  GROWN 
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TOWN  CLERK 

Dog  licenses.  If  your  dog  is  six  months  of 
age  or  older,  or  you  live  in  Sheffield  at  least  30 
days  of  the  year,  licensing  is  required.  After 
May  1,  a  delinquent  fee  of  $25  per  dog  is 
imposed  in  addition  to  the  license  fee.  (This 
does  not  apply  to  new  licenses).  If  your  dog 
is  spayed  or  neutered,  the  fee  is  $4.  If  your 
dog  is  intact,  the  fee  is  $10.  All  applications 
require  proof  of  rabies  vaccination.  You  can 
obtain  a  license  in  person  or  by  mail:  send  a 
self- addressed,  stamped  envelope  and  check 
payable  to  the  Town  of  Sheffield,  to  Town 
Clerk,  PO  Box  175,  Sheffield,  MA  01257. 

Voter  registration.  Town  Hall  is  open 
every  weekday  for  voter  registration. 

Hunting  and  fishing  licenses.  This 
year's  hunting/sporting  and  fishing/ trapping 
licenses  and  stamps  are  available.  A  prior 
year's  license  or  a  hunter's  safety  certificate 
needs  to  be  presented.  Firearm  identification 
cards  are  no  longer  acceptable.  Antlerless  deer 
permit  applications  (doe  permits)  must  be 
postmarked  by  July  16. 


SENIOR  CENTER 


Trip  planned  in  August.  The  Great  Bar- 
rington  Senior  Center  has  invited  Sheffield 
seniors  to  join  a  casino  cruise  of  the  north 
shore  of  Massachusetts  on  Aug.  15.  The  bus 
leaves  the  Great  Barrington  Senior  Center, 
909  Main  St.,  at  8am  and  returns  around 
8pm.  Cost:  $38  per  person,  with  a  paid  reser- 
vation in  by  July  10.  Contact  Grace  Zbell  at 
413-528-1881. 

Exercise  class  keeps  cool  this  summer. 
The  art  shows  in  July  and  August  at  Dewey 
Hall  have  in  the  past  forced  the  senior  exer- 
cise class  to  take  a  hiatus.  This  year,  thanks 
to  an  arrangement  with  the  town,  the  class 
will  be  able  to  meet  on  the  second  floor  of 
Town  Hall,  and  enjoy  the  air  conditioning 
as  well. 

Picnic.  On  July  12,  Sheffield  is  hosting 
the  traditional  summer  picnic.  We'll  join  with 
seniors  from  Egremont,  Alford  and  Great 
Barrington  at  the  Sheffield  Town  Park  at 
noon.  Bring  a  side  dish,  the  Senior  Center 
will  provide  hot  dogs  and  drinks. 


WASTE  DISPOSAL 

Sheffield  residents  can  dispose  of  old 
oil-based  paint  and  motor  oil: 

Saturdays,  July  7  and  Aug.  1 1 , 
9- 1  1 :30am,  at  the  Great  Barrington 
Recycling  Center,  Rt  7. 

Wed.,  Aug.  8, 4:30-6:30pm,  at  the 
Lenox  Department  of  Public  Works, 
275  Main  St. 

-     A  comprehensive  household 
hazardous  waste  collection,  where 
additionally  substances  such  as 
insecticides,  weed  killers,  oven 
cleaner,  photo  chemicals,  mercury 
thermometers  and  rechargeable 
batteries,  will  be  held  Sat, July  21, 
9am-noon,  at  the  Stockbridge  Transfer 
Station,  I  West  Stockbridge  Rd.  (one 
mile  west  of  Red  Lion  Inn). Televisions 
and  computer  monitors  will  be 
accepted  for  a  fee  of  $  1 0  and  up 
(depending  on  size).  No  console  or 
big  screen  TVs  accepted. 

To  participate  in  the  comprehensive 
collection,  pre-register  with  the  Center 
for  Environmental  Technology  (800- 
238- 1 22 1  ext  1 4  or  25)  or  e-mail 
jamiec@cetonline.org. 

Alkaline  batteries  and  latex  paint 
are  not  accepted  at  these  collections; 
dispose  of  them  in  household  trash. 


Master  License  Fully  Insured 

#A9383  30  Years  Experience 


Joe  Seward 
&  Sons,  Inc. 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

-Residential  -Commercial 
-Industrial 


New  Construction 
Landscape  Lighting 
Renovations 
Modular  Homes 

413-229-2561 


ISG00D  REALTY 


Ems 
Ul   j 


490  MAIN  STREET 

GREAT  BARRINGTON,  MA  01230 

BUS:  (413)  528-2040 

FAX:  (413)  528-6516 

RES:  (413)  229-8829 

tsgood@vgernet.net 


ANN  MORELLI  SMITH 
SALES  ASSOCIATE 


THE  REVERSE  MORTGAGE  SPECIALIST® 

A  SUBSIDIARY  OF 


IndymacBank 


Jessica  Krupski 

Reverse  Mortgage  Specialist 

Sheffield,  MA 

JKrupski@financialfreedom.com 

413-229-9908  Direct 

800-860-6983  Toll  Free 

4 1 3-229-22 1 0  Fax 


10713  Birmingham  Way 

Woodstock.  Maryland  21  163 

www.financialfreedom.com 
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PLANNING  BOARD  NEWS 


Here's  what  happened  in  the  Planning  Board 
meetings  from  May  1  to  June  21. 

Two  zoning  by-law  warrant  articles 
proposed  by  the  board  were  approved  at 
Sheffield's  annual  town  meeting.  Voters  also 


The  board  endorsed  the  following  Form 

A  (approval  not  required  for  development) 
applications:  Thomas  Candcc  to  move  a  lot 
line  on  property  on  the  eastern  side  of  County 
Rd.;  JefFery  and  Angel  Rote  to  divide  property 


Transfer  Station  Hours 

Tuesdays  &  Fridays:  lprn-4prn 

Saturdays:  8am-4pm 

Sundays:  8:30am-2pm 


approved  an  additional  $6,000  For  the  board      on  the  western  side  oFSheffield-Egremont  Rd. 
to  hire  stafFto  handle  clerical  duties  cur-  into  two  lots;  Josephine  Trust  to  divide  the 

rently  done  by  the  chair.  The  board  is  pro-  BradFord  Auction  House  property  on  North 


Foundly  grateFul  For 
voter  approval  and 
ongoing  support. 
Following  the 
town  election  on 
May  14,  the  board 
welcomed  new  board 
members  Marga- 
ret Z.  Martin  and 
David  Smith,  Sr. 
and  elected  officers 
and  delegates  to  the 
Berkshire  Regional 
Planning  Commis- 
sion and  the  Master 
Plan  Implementation 
Advisory  Commit- 


OPENINGS  ON  TOWN  BOARDS 

The  Town  of  Sheffield  is  seeking 
letters  of  interest  from  residents  who 
would  like  to  serve  on  two  town 
bodies: 

•As  a  member  of  the  Bushnell-Sage 
Library  Board  of  Trustees  for  a  term 
that  will  expire  in  May  2008. 

•As  a  member  of  the  Senior  Center 
Building  Committee. 

Anyone  interested  in  one  of  these 
positions  should  drop  off  or  send  a 
letter  to  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  P.O. 
Box  325, 2 1  Depot  Street,  Sheffield, 
MA  01 257. 


Main  St.  into  two 
lots;  and  Tamaridge 
Realty  Co.  to  divide 
property  on  the 
south  side  of  Covered 
Bridge  Rd.  that  was 
given  to  the  town  by 
the  Weinstein  Family 
and  accepted  by  vot- 
ers at  the  May  town 
meeting. 

The  board  also 
received  an  inquiry 
From  Fire  ChieF  Rick 
Boardman  regarding 
the  common  drive- 
way approved  For  up 


tee.  The  Board  oF  Selectmen  appointed  retired      to  Four  homes  on  property  owned  by  Chris 


Planning  Board  member  Bart  Elsbach  the  Al- 
ternate For  Special  Permits  and  David  Smith, 
Sr.  as  Alternate  Delegate  to  the  BRPC. 
The  board  completed  its  deliberations 


Weld  at  Soda  Springs  Farm  on  Home  Rd.  He 
is  scheduling  a  meeting  with  the  owner.  The 
board,  looking  into  the  Fire  Dept.'s  involve- 
ment in  driveway  planning,  was  pleased  to 


term.  Bart,  recently  the  board's  vice  chair, 
was  instrumental  in  the  adoption  of  the  draft 
Master  Plan  and  its  Final  language.  He  could 
be  counted  on  to  volunteer  to  investigate 
an  issue  and  contribute  a  unique  viewpoint, 
strong  ethics,  careFul  analysis  and  a  well- 
crafted  sentence.  He  shepherded  numerous 
zoning  by-law  warrant  articles  through  the 
town  meeting  process.  We  appreciate  Bart's 
continuing  to  make  contributions  as  the  Al- 
ternate For  Special  Permits  and  a  member  oF 
the  Zoning  By-Law  Review  Committee. 

Board  member  Bill  Gillooly,  appointed 
in  August  2006  to  complete  the  term  oF  Fred 
Gordon,  also  left  the  board  in  May  While  a 
term  oF  10  months  may  seem  short,  Bill  con- 
tributed a  Fresh  view  oF  how  the  board  could 
better  serve  the  public  and  helped  move  the 
board's  business  Forward  during  a  period  when 
the  majority  oFthe  board  members  were  new. 
His  no-nonsense  manner  helped  make  sure 
business  was  attended  to  in  a  timely  manner. 
His  comments  helped  resolve  issues,  and  his 
quick  smile  was  much  appreciated. 

— Rene  Wood,  Chair 


and  approved  by  a  5-0  vote  the  special  permit      learn  From  Tom  Carmody,  the  town  building 


application  oF  Scott,  Kurt  and  Lisa  Bartzsch 
For  "light  manuFacturing"  (countertop  Fabrica- 
tion) in  the  Front  building  at  1347  North 
Main  St.  Conditions  were  attached  to  the 
special  permit.  As  no  appeal  was  filed  during 
the  mandatory  20-day  appeal  period,  the 
permit  was  granted  on  May  21. 

The  board  received  three  special  per- 
mit applications.  Gregory  Small  and  Claire 
Anacreon  filed  to  create  a  building  lot  under 
the  Alternative  Lot  Dimension  section  For 
property  in  Sheffield  and  New  Marlbor- 
ough, with  access  ofFAlum  Hill  Rd.  in  New 
Marlborough.  The  public  hearing  scheduled 
For  June  21  was  moved  to  July  12  at  9pm  due 
to  the  Berkshire  Record's  Failure  to  run  the 
legal  notice  correctly.  Gail  Ullman  and  Flor- 
ence Liberman  filed  to  establish  a  boarding 


inspector,  that  a  change  in  the  Massachusetts 
state  building  code  will  require  fire  department 
approvals  For  driveways  starting  Oct.  1,  2007. 

The  board  worked  with  the  Board  oF  Se- 
lectmen and  BRPC  regarding  possible  Funding 
assistance  For  Chapter  43D  activities,  an  eco- 
nomic development  initiative  From  the  state. 

The  board  began  a  review  oF  goals  For  the 
upcoming  fiscal  year  and  possible  activities  For 
the  Zoning  By-Law  Review  Committee.  Three 
board  members,  as  well  as  two  members  oF  the 
by-law  review  committee,  the  building  inspec- 
tor and  two  members  oFthe  Zoning  Board  oF 
Appeals,  attended  a  BRPC  dinner  at  which 
Attorney  Mark  Bobrowski  discussed  the  roles 
and  responsibilities  oFthe  Building  Inspector, 
Zoning  Board  oF  Appeals  and  Planning  Board 
and  their  interconnection. 

It  hired  Rhonda  LaBombard  to  assist  with 


REMINDER  FROMTHETAX 

COLLECTOR 

The  Aug.  I  real  estate  tax 

bills  have  been  mailed. 


house  at  84  Maple  St.;  their  public  hearing  is 

scheduled  For  Thurs.,  July  12  at  8pm.  Michael  clerical  duties  previously  done  by  the  chair 

and  Cythia  Dutton  oF  Limey's  Restaurant  on  (see  related  story  on  page  19)  and  changed 

North  Main  St.  filed  to  establish  an  accessory  its  monthly  meeting  dates  to  the  2nd  and  4th 

single-Family  dwelling  unit  in  property  zoned  Thursdays  due  to  member  commitments. 
Commercial  District.  That  hearing  is  set  For  Finally,  the  board  wishes  to  recognize 

July  26  at  8pm.  Two  more  special  permit  fil-  the  contributions  made  by  Bart  Elsbach, 

ings  are  expected  at  the  board's  next  meeting.  who  leFt  the  board  in  May  after  a  three-year 
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THE  ECERTONS'  LEGACY 

My  name  is  Donna  Egerton  and  I  am  married  to  Gavin  and 
Helen's  son  Billy.  Id  like  to  tell  you  a  little  about  my  in-laws  and 
their  little  piece  of  land. 

Anyone  who  knew  my  father-in-law  knows  he  had  a  pas- 
sion for  animals  and  growing  things.  He  also  had  a  passion 
for  people.  I  don't  think  he  ever  met  anyone  he  didn't  like.  He 
seemed  to  find  something  good  in  everyone.  At  some  point  you 
might  have  bought  pumpkins,  corn  or  some  other  vegetable 
that  he  sold  at  the  farm  stand  in  front  of  the  big  white  house 
with  the  red  shutters. 

Mom  and  Dad  bought  the  little  farm  on  Route  7  (across 
from  the  Sunrise  Diner)  in  the  spring  of  1968.  They  moved  in 
with  their  five  young  children,  a  couple  of  ponies,  a  few  goats 
and  an  assortment  of  other  animals. 

As  the  children  grew  and  married,  he  built  apartments  in 
the  big  house  for  them,  their  spouses  and  little  ones,  so  that  they 
didn't  have  the  burden  of  paying  high  rents  on  top  of  providing 
for  their  young  families.  Also,  he  may  have  just  wanted  to  keep 
his  family  close  to  him  and  Mom.  Family  was  everything  to  them. 

My  mother-in-law  was  the  sweetest,  most  giving  woman, 
with  never  a  bad  word  about  anyone.  She  thrived  on  her 
children  and  their  children  right  up  to  her  passing.  Mom 
never  asked  for  anything  for  herself.  She  did  have  a  dream  of 
someday  having  a  little  house  out  back  on  the  farm  with  a  nice 
view  of  Mt.  Everett.  But  that  never  came  to  pass,  and  she  never 
complained  about  it.  Mom's  little  piece  of  land  is  our  newest 
hayfield. 

As  the  children  moved  away,  Mom  and  Dad  remained  on 
the  farm.  The  grandchildren  loved  to  come  and  visit.  They  loved 
to  play  on  the  tractors  and  jump  in  the  hay.  The  adults  loved  to 
come  back,  too,  for  a  hug  from  Mom  and  a  big  smile  from  Dad. 

Gavin  passed  away  in  October  2002,  just  before  Halloween. 
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Helen  and  Gavin  Egerton  in  earlier  days,  riding  the  "dune  buggy" 
around  their  land  between  Route  7  and  the  Housatonic  River. 

There  were  three  fields  of  pumpkins  waiting  to  be  harvested.  It 
was  sad  that  he  didn't  get  to  pick  the  fruits  of  his  labor.  But  we 
did  get  the  pumpkins  picked  and  out  front  for  sale  that  year — 
the  last  year  of  Dad's  pumpkins.  A  lot  of  people  have  stopped 
since  then  wanting  to  know  where  Dad  is  and  how  come  there 
are  no  pumpkins. 

Helen  passed  in  January  2003,  just  three  months  after  Dad. 
The  doctors  say  it  was  cancer,  but  I  believe  it  was  a  broken 
heart.  After  50  years  of  marriage  and  36  years  on  the  farm,  it 
just  wouldn't  be  the  same  without  her  Gavin. 

We  are  now  in  the  process  of  putting  the  farm  in  the  Agri- 
cultural Preservation  Restriction  Program.  It  is  the  only  way  we 
can  keep  Mom  and  Dad's  little  piece  of  land  together.  Billy  and 
I  plan  to  keep  it  just  as  it  is.  Raising  a  few  cows,  growing  hay 
and  hopefully  getting  back  into  Dad's  pumpkins.  If  you  knew 
Mom  or  Dad  or  just  remember  stopping  at  the  stand,  maybe 
you  could  contribute  to  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust  and  help  us 
save  Gavin  and  Helen's  little  piece  of  land. 

Thank  you  for  reading  our  story. 

— Billy  and  Donna  Egerton 


THE  LAND  TRUST  HELPS  SAVE  ANOTHER  PIECE  OF  SHEFFIELD'S  FARMLAND 


To  protect  the  state's  increasingly 
scarce  farmland,  Massachusetts 
established  the  Agricultural 
Preservation  Restriction  Program,  the 
first  such  program  in  the  U.S.,  to  pay 
farmers  the  difference  between  the 
development  value  and  the  agricultural 
value  of  their  land. The  program 
requires  a  "local  contribution"  of  at 
least  20  percent  of  the  development 
value.The  Sheffield  Land  Trust  facilitates 
the  land  transaction  between  Sheffield 
farmers  and  the  state  and  raises 
the  funds  for  the  local  contribution. 
Since  1989,  the  Land  Trust  has  helped 
Sheffield's  farmers  conserve  more  than 
1,300  acres,  much  of  fertile  bottom  land 
along  the  Housatonic  River. 

The  Egerton  farm  is  almost  80  acres, 
in  two  parcels,  between  Route  7  and 


the  Housatonic  and  lies  in  a  business- 
zoned  district.  Now,  67  acres — a  mix 
of  prime  agricultural  fields,  wooded 
wildlife  habitat  and  rich  floodplain 
forest — are  permanently  protected 
under  the  APR  program. 

Development  pressure  in  this  area 
is  strong,  since  most  of  the  Route  7 
corridor  is  already  in  residential  or 
commercial  use. "It's  wonderful  to  have 
this  southern  gateway  into  Sheffield 
protected,"  says  Kathy  Orlando,  the 
Land  Trust's  executive  director  for  land 
protection.  She  also  thanks  the  vision 
of  the  Egerton  family — Billy  and  Donna 
Egerton, Anne  Moulton.Joy  Crawford 
and  Margaret  Small. 

Billy  and  Donna  hope  to  revive 
the  family's  farm  stand,  and  part  of 
the  farm  will  continue  to  be  rented  to 


neighboring  Pine  Island  Farm  to  support 
its  dairy  operation. To  feed  its  entire 
dairy  herd,  that  400-plus-acre  farm 
(off  Hewins  St.  and  Route  7)  must  rent 
hundreds  of  acres  of  increasingly  scarce 
nearby  fields. 

Gavin  and  Helen's  "little  piece  of 
land"  is  thus  essential  not  only  for  the 
Egertons  and  their  farm  stand,  but  for 
Pine  Island's  dairy  as  well.  Like  many 
farm  families,  without  an  APR,  they 
would  have  had  to  sell  the  land  to  settle 
the  estate. 

The  Land  Trust  must  raise  $138,000 
of  the  total  cost  of  the  project, 
$572,000.To  make  a  contribution  or 
pledge,  contact  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust 
at  P.O.  Box  940.  Sheffield,  MA  0 1 257,  call 
229-0234,  or  go  to  the  website  at  www. 
sheffieldland.org. 
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KIWANIS  NEWS 

Recent  Kiwanis-sponsored  activities  included  che  May  19 
revival  of  "Step  n  Sip  for  Scholarships,"  otherwise  known  as  the 
Spring  Fling  Dance.  The  upper  lodge  at  Ski  Butternut,  trans- 
formed into  a  nightclub  setting  with  cloth-covered  tables  and 
twinkling  lights,  was  the  perfect  locale  for  the  gala.  There  were 
mounds  of  food  (literally),  from  appetizers  to  desserts.  Doug 
Ferony  and  his  17-piece  band  provided  dance  music,  including 
many  Glenn  Miller  arrangements  and  vocal  numbers  (lots  of 
Sinatra).  About  150  celebrants  attended. 

Scholarship  winners'  picnic*  The  Kiwanis  Scholarship  win- 
ners this  year  were  treated  to  an  informal  picnic  dinner  at  the 
Sheffield  Town  Park  pavilion  on  June  5.  The  venue  was  shifted 
from  our  usual  banquet  at  Limey's  so  that  parents  could  share 
in  the  ceremonies.  The  awards  selected  by  Chair  Anita  Diller 
and  her  committee  this  year  will  total  over  $30,000,  a  record 
amount  for  this  club. 

Little  League*  During  May  and  June,  our  Little  League 
program  was  in  full  swing.  The  Kiwanis  refreshment  trailer  has 
been  on  hand  for  the  Mon.,  Wed.,  and  Fri.  double-headers  at 
the  Town  Park.  The  regular  season  concluded  with  the  Minor 
League  "Fun  Day"  on  June  16  at  the  Sheffield  Park  and  the 
All-Star  Game  at  French  Park  in  Egremont  on  June  24.  We  also 
sponsored  T-Ball  and  gave  financial  support  to  Babe  Ruth  and 
American  Legion  baseball  teams. 

Golf  tournament.  On  June  15,  our  annual  Golf  Tourna- 
ment at  the  Egremont  Country  Club  kicked  off  with  a  noontime 
shotgun  start.  Players  were  treated  to  food  and  drink  from  their 


arrival  through  a  post-round  dinner.  'I  he  committee  led  by 
Cathy  and  Fred  Finklc,Jack  Blume  and  David  Smith  are  to 
be  commended  on  another  successfully  planned  fund -raiser. 

Community  service.  Wc  continue  our  roadside  cleanup 
the  third  Thursday  of  every  month  through  October.  Our 
turn  to  host  the  Breaking  Bread  soup  kitchen  at  St.  Peter's 
Center  in  Great  Barrington  occurs  now  only  about  every 
seven  or  eight  weeks,  since  more  groups  have  volunteered  to 
prepare  and  serve. 

Choral  festival.  Most  of  July  and  August,  our  energies 
are  centered  at  the  Berkshire  School  Campus.  Dick  Good- 
win chairs  the  daily  cocktail  bar  for  the  Berkshire  Choral 
Festival  singers.  We  have  a  cashier  and  two  bartenders  on 
duty  from  4:30  to  6pm  Sunday  through  Thursday  for  the 
five-week  festival.  Patty  Hardisty  heads  the  staff  of  the 
refreshment  trailer,  which  caters  to  the  audience  at  the  Sat- 
urday night  concerts.  Jim  Collingwood  and  David  Smith, 
Jr.,  organize  our  weekly  parking  crews  for  those  Saturday 
events.  The  Festival  opens  on  July  8  and  concludes  with  the 
concert  of  August  11. 

Mark  the  date!  Looking  ahead  to  September,  Kiwanis 
will  again  sponsor  a  steak  roast  with  the  Sheffield  Fire 
Dept.  at  their  facility  in  the  center  of  Sheffield.  The  event 
will  take  place  during  the  Sheffield  in  Celebration  street  fair 
on  Sat.,  Sept.  8.  Plan  now  to  chow  down  on  steak,  corn,  and 
baked  potato  with  desserts  aplenty — rain  or  shine! 

— Richard  L,  Goodwin 
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Solutions 
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Serving  the  community  with 
a  vast  array  of  financial  services 
and  trusted  guidance  to  help  you 

achieve  your  financial  goals. 


www.berkshirebank.com 

103  North  Main  Street 

Sheffield,  MA 

(413)229-8516 
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HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  NEWS 

New  administrator  named 

The  Sheffield  Historical  Society  has  announced  the  appoint- 
ment of  Joanna  Jennings  as  its  new  administrator.  She  comes  to 
the  society  after  the  resignation  of  Dr.  Joanne  Hurlbut,  who  left 
in  January  after  almost  eight  years  as  director. 

Having  studied  photography  and  modern  studies  at  Bard 
College  at  Simon's  Rock,  Joanna  is  an  award- winning  visual 
artist  with  a  flare  for  local  history  and  oral  tradition.  She  has 
worked  as  a  graphic  artist,  a  photographic  artist  and  a  tour 
guide  in  several  historic  house  museums  in  the  area,  including 
the  Bidwell  House  Museum  in  Monterey,  where  she  still  leads 
interpretative  house  tours  during  the  summer  months. 

Jim  Miller,  the  Society's  historian  and  archivist,  asked 
Joanna  during  her  interview  how  she  came  to  make  the  transi- 
tion from  visual  arts  to  history.  "I  used  to  find  history  rather 
dry  in  school.  But  since  I've  worked  in  historic  houses,  I've 
learned  that  history  is  really  organic,"  said  Jennings.  "It's  about 
people's  stories  through  the  ages,  their  stories  and  our  stories. 
And  I  guess  I  do  the  same  thing  when  I'm  behind  a  camera — I 
compose  a  story." 

Joanna  will  lead  tours  of  the  Dan  Raymond  House  starting 
in  July.  She  will  work  at  the  Society  part-time.  Her  office  hours 
this  summer  will  be  Tuesday  through  Thursday  from  11  to  4. 
House  tours  will  be  offered  on  the  hour. 

Those  who  attended  the  Society's  annual  meeting  on  June  9 
may  have  already  met  her.  Anyone  else  should  feel  free  to  stop 
by  Dan  Raymond  House  to  welcome  Joanna. 

Stone  Store  exhibits 
Exhibits  this  summer  include: 


Joanna  Jennings 


July  1-Aug,  12,  American  Antique 
Wicker.  Kathy  and  Tom  Tetro  of  Corner 
House  Antiques  are  exhibiting  on  both 
floors  of  the  Stone  Store.  The  wicker  ex- 
hibit will  feature  their  private  collection, 
including  some  unique  items  from  turn 
of  the  last  century,  1890-1920.  As  part  of 
this  exhibit,  on  July  21,  John  Wall,  an  authority  on  Wakefield 
wicker,  will  speak  in  the  morning.  In  the  afternoon,  Charlie 
Flint  of  Charles  L.  Flint  Antiques  &  Appraisals  in  Lenox  will 
hold  an  "American  Roadshow  -style  antiques  appraisal  session. 

August  18 -September  3.  Lori  and  Ernie  Barker  from 
Goshen,  CT,  will  exhibit  their  works.  Lori  creates  mixed  media 
angel  prints  and  operates  the  Purple  Door  Gallery  with  her  art- 
ist/writer husband. 

Sept,  8-Oct,  30.  Fire  and  Light.  This  show  will  feature  early 
American  (to  1860)  hearth  implements  and  lighting  devices. 

Annual  dinner  and  crafts  fair 

Save  the  date!  The  Society's  annual  dinner  and  craft  fair  will  be 

held  at  the  American  Legion  Hall  on  Sat.,  Aug.  25. 

— Joanna  Jenn ings,  Administrator 

The  Dan  Raymond  House  is  open  for  tours  Tues.-Thurs.,  llam-4  pm, 
or  by  appointment  July-October.  The  Stone  Store  is  open  on  weekends: 
Sat,  10  am-2  pm,  and  Sun.,  llam-3  pm,  or  by  appointment.  Trse 
Mark  Dewey  Research  Center's  hours  are  Mon.  and  Fri.,  1:30  pm-4 
pm.  To  schedule  an  appointment,  call  229-3682.  The  Society  office  is 
open  Tuesday -Thursday,  11am  A  pm.  For  more  information,  contact 
Sheffield  Historical  Society,  159-161  Main  Street,  PO  Box  747,  Shef- 
field, MA  0125,  (413)  229-2694  or  e-mail  shs@sheffieldhistoiy.org. 
Visit  us  on  the  web  at  www.  sheffieldhistory.org. 


BARTHOLOMEW'S  COBBLE  EVENTS 


Volunteer  Work  Days 

Every  Thursdayjuly  through  August,  9am- 1  1 :30am.  Join  friends  and 
neighbors  as  we  pull,  clip,  lop,  and  chop  to  rid  the  Cobble  of  some 
noxious  weeds.  Better  than  a  morning  at  the  gym.  Call  for  more 
information.  Free  to  all. 

Housatonic  Paddle 

Sundays, July  1-15  and  Aug.  5- 1 9, 8:30am- 1 1 :30am.  Paddle  the  wind- 
ing Housatonic  with  a  naturalist/guide.  Look  for  bald  eagles,  great 
blue  herons,  kingfishers  and  bank  swallows.  Bring  a  hat,  sunscreen, 
water  and  binoculars.  All  other  equipment  is  provided.  Please  pre- 
register.  Members:  adult  $24;  child  (6- 1 2)  $  1 2.  Nonmembers:  adult 
$30;child(6-l2)$l5. 

Incredible  Insects 

Sat.,  July  21  and  August  I  I,  lOam-Noon.  A  fun-filled  search  for 
beetles,  antlions.dragonflies,  butterflies  and  other  amazing  insects. 
Strictly  catch  and  release!  Wear  long  pants  and  socks.  Please 
pre-register.  Fun  for  families.  Members:  adult/child  $4;  family  $10. 
Nonmembers:  adult/child  $6;  family  $15. 

Canoe  Trip,  Covered  Bridge  to  Cobble 

Sun.  July  22,  &  Aug.  26,9am-2pm.  Explore  an  extraordinarily  scenic 
9-mile  stretch  of  the  Housatonic  River  with  a  naturalist/guide.  Bring  a 
picnic  lunch.  Call  for  more  information.  Please  pre-register.  Members: 
adult  $25;  child  ( 1 0- 1 2)  $  1 5.  Non-members:  adult  $35;  child  $20. 


Reptile  Roundup 

Sat.,July  7,  l:30-3:30pm,Sun.,July  15  &Aug.  12,  1 :30-3:30pm.  Search 
fields  and  wetlands  for  snakes  and  turtles  with  a  naturalist/guide. 
Learn  about  the  habits  and  homes  of  reptiles  and  amphibians.  Fun 
for  families.  Appropriate  for  ages  6+.  Please  pre-register.  Members: 
adult/child  $4;  family  $  1 2.  Nonmembers:  adult/child  $6;  family  $  1 5. 

Live  Birds  of  Prey  with  Tom  Ricardi 

Sat.,  July  14,  I  Oam-Noon.  Wildlife  rehabilitator  and  former  state 
wildlife  biologist  Tom  Ricardi  shows  his  collection  of  hawks,  falcons, 
owls  and  a  bald  eagle — up  close  and  personal — and  tells  the  story 
of  their  lives.  Please  pre-register.  Members:  adult  $8,  child  (6- 1 2)  $4. 
Nonmembers:  adult  $  1 0,  child  $5. 

Moonlight  Paddle 

Sun.,  July  29,  8pm-IOpm,Tues.,  Aug.  28,  7pm-9pm,  Wed.,  Sept.  26, 
6pm-8pm.  Enjoy  a  moonlit  paddle  with  a  naturalist/guide  and  look 
for  beaver,  bats  and  other  wildlife.  Please  pre-register.  Canoes  and 
life  jackets  provided.  Members:  adult  $24,  child  (10-12)  $  1 2.  Non- 
members:  adult  $30,  child  ( 1 0- 1 2)  $  1 5. 

Wild  Edibles 

Sat.Aug.  18, 1 -3:30pm.  Learn  to  identify  dozens  of  wild  edibles,  how 
to  collect  them  ethically,  and  how  to  incorporate  them  into  your 
own  cuisine.  Appropriate  for  ages  10  and  up.  Please  pre-register. 
Members:  adult  $6,  child  $3.  Nonmembers:  adult  $8,  child  $4. 


Bartholomew's  Cobble,  a  329-acre  property  offlie  Trustees  of  Reservations  with  five  miles  of  trails,  is  located  on  Weatogue  Rd.  in  Ashley  Falls.  The  Visitor; 
Center  is  open  year-round,  daily,  9am-4:30pm  (closed  Sundays  and  Mondays,  Dec.  to  March).  For  more  information,  call  229-8600. 
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VOLUNTEERS  FOR  HABITAT  RESTORATION  WANTED 


Volunteers  arc  wanted  to  help  wirli  habitat  restoration  behind  the  Catholic  Cemetery  along  Schcnoh  Brook  off  Salisbury 
Road. 

Our  Lady  of  the  Valley  Church  and  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust  are  working  in  conjunction  with  the  Conservation  Commission 
and  the  States  Dept.  of  Environmental  Protection  and  Natural  Heritage  and  Endangered  Species  Program  to  implement  a 
restoration  plan  for  the  area  behind  the  Church's  cemetery,  which  is  within  the  Schcnoh  Brook  Area  or  Critical  Environmental 
Concern. 

Volunteers  began  restoration  work  on  July  5  by 
transplanting  native  species  from  the  site  to  a  neighboring 
property.  This  was  done  in  preparation  for  the  spraying  being 
required  to  kill  off  the  extensive,  more  persistent  and  stronger 
invasive  species  that  were  taking  over  the  slopes  due  to  an 
earlier  disturbance.  The  spraying  will  take  place  some  time 
after  July  10,  the  exact  date  being  determined  by  the  weather  - 
it  has  to  be  done  on  a  dry  day  when  there  is  no  wind  to  ensure 
that  only  the  targeted  plants  are  treated.  Notices  were  mailed 
to  abutters. 

Once  the  invasives  have  died  back,  there  will  be  additional 
volunteer  opportunities  to  help  remove  the  invasives  and  the 
soil  and  mulch  piles  that  had  mistakenly  been  pushed  over 
the  bank,  along  with  old  refuse  that  has  accumulated  over 
the  generations.  The  slopes  will  then  be  seeded  and  planted 
with  native  species,  including  the  transplanted  material,  and 
the  upland  areas  mowed  regularly  to  keep  the  invasives  from 
coming  back.  This  will  take  place  each  weekend  throughout 
the  summer. 

Anyone  interested  in  volunteering  should  contact  Anna 
James,  who  is  coordinating  the  restoration  work,  at  229-3096 
or  HomeLandDesign@adelphia.net 


A  full  tent  of  people  attended  the  Sheffield  Land  Trust's  annual 
meeting  and  potluck  lunch  on  June  23  at  Maple  Shade  Farm  on 
Sheffield-Egremont  and  Lime  Kiln  Road.  They  heard  about  the 
last  year  of  activities  and  the  land  trusts  three  focal  initiatives  - 
the  Housatonic  River  Corridor,  the  Recreational  and  Educational 
Trail  Network  and  the  Sheffield -Egremont  Agricultural,  Ecological 
and  Scenic  Corridor.  The  hayrides  took  people  through  and  the  tent 
looked  over  the  ladder.  (Look  for  details  in  future  issues.) 


PE  VRIES  BUILDING  SUPPLY  INC. 

21  BERKSHIRE  SCHOOL  ROAD      SHEFFIELD,  MA 


Lumber 

Garden  Supplies 

Domestic 

&  Livestock  Feed 


Masonry 
Paint 

Insulation 
Hardware 


Whether  you're  a  contractor  or  doing  the  job  yourself 
you'll  find  what  you  need  at  De  Vries. 

41  3-229-8777    41  3-229-8820  FAX 


Orchard  Shade 
Bed  &  Breakfast 


999  Hewins  Street 
Sheffield,  MA  01 257 

413-229-8463 

www.orchardshade.com 
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Realtors  &  Developers 

Mary  Alice  Welch 

Broker  Associate 

office  413-229-0330    five  413-229-0399 
residence  413-229-7776 

P.O.  Box  909, 81  Main  Street,  Sheffield,  Massachusetts  01257 
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Established  in  1967-"40th  Year" 

SHEFFIELD  REALTY 

PO  BOX  381 

SHEFFIELD,  MA  01257 

LET  EXPERIENCE  WORK  FOR  YOU 


BOB  VAN  DEUSEN-BROKER 
PHONE:  413-229-8861 


^ 
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FIRE  LOG  - 

April 

5     Alarm  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time  9:20pm.  In  service  9:44pm. 

17  Stand  by  for  Great  Barrington  Fire  Dept.  Alarm  time  6:05am.  In  service 
7:55am. 

18  Alarm  at  549  South  Undermountain  Rd.  Alarm  time  8:40am.  In  service 
9: 1 4pm. 

21      Burnt  food  at  Kolburn  School. Alarm  time  11:1  lam.  In  service  I  1:33am. 
23      Stand  by  for  Lakeville  Fire  Dept  Alarm  Time  1 :41pm.  In  service  4:20pm. 
23     Alarm  at  Berkshire  School. Alarm  time  6: 1 9pm.  In  service  6:5 1  pm. 
28     Dryer  overheated  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time  7:43pm.  In  service 
7:59pm. 

May 

4      Mutual  aid  to  Great  Barrington  Fire  Dept.Alarm  time  3:50pm.  In  service 

3:55pm. 
4     Grass  Fire  at  81  County  Rd.  Alarm  time  4:54pm.  In  service  5:20pm. 


-Rick  Boardman,  Chief 

7  Extension  cord  overloaded.  Alarm  time  1 1:42pm.  In  service  1 2: 1 5am. 

8  Mutual  aid  to  Canaan  Fire  Dept.Alarm  time  4:27am.  In  service 
7:17am. 

8  Alarm  at  Berkshire  School.  Alarm  time  7: 1 7am.  In  service  7:43  am 

9  Alarm  at  554  Sheffield-Egremont  Rd.Alarm  time  4:28pm.  In  service 
4:52pm. 

Barn  fire  at  94  Pike  Rd.  East.Alarm  time  5:07pm.  In  service  7:07pm. 
Mutual  aid  toAlford  Fire  Dept. Alarm  time  9:20pm.  In  service  1:24am. 


13 
14 


June 

3     Alarm  at  Mt.  Everett  School.  Alarm  time  9:4 1  p.m.  In  service  1 0:09pm. 
7     Smoke  in  building  at  1450  North  Main  St. Alarm  time  3:02pm.  In  Service 
3:23pm. 

10  Mutual  aid  to  Egremont  Fire  Dept.  Alarm  time  I  1:00am.  In  service 
2:51pm. 

1 1  Alarm  at  50  East  Rd.Alarm  time  6:59pm.  In  service  7: 1 7pm. 


REAL  ESTATE  TRANSFERS 


April 

2      Claus  Peter  &  Judith  Ugelow  Blak  to  Shaun  D.  Grover,  property  at  53 

West  Rd.,  $590,000. 
5      Benjamin  F.  Powers  III  to  CMS  properties,  LLC,  property  at  1635  Hewins 

St.,  $159,000. 
I  I     Eleanor  Blake  to  Eileen  Blake-Fitzpatrick,  property  at  364  Maple  Ave., 

$52,600. 
1 2    David  L.  Ralph.Jr.,  to  Donald  R.  Roeder  &  Betsey  Hallihan,  property  at 

Hillside  Ln.,$  1 95,000. 
25    Mark  S.  &  Janette  L.  Logan  to  Susan  M.  Smith, Trustee,  property  at  325 

Foley  Rd.,  $1,1 50,000. 

May 

4      Raymond  A.Wells  to  Michael  &  Jessica  Winn,  property  at  301  Salisbury 

Rd.,  transfer. 
4      Hyland  Country  Investments  to  Dale  L.  &  Sandra  J.AIden,  property  at  52 

Old  Joe  Rd.,  $265,000. 


7      Terence  Merle  Wynn  &  Laurie  W.  Fielder  to  Joel  H.Goldstein,  property  at 

Giberson  Rd.,  $42,500. 
14    Christopher  G.  Hubbard  estate  to  Gail  B.  Guthrie,  property  at  I  1 76 

Sheffield-Egremont  Rd.,  $260,000. 
16    Douglas  E.  Humes, Jr., to  Timothy  O.&  MelindaA.  Handlowich,  property 

at  Hillside  Ln.,  $9,000. 
1 6    Wendy  Bailey  Hamilton  to  Alan  P.  Swide,  property  at  1 247  Barnum  St., 

$1,225,000. 

2 1  Daniel  J.  Burke  to  Scott  &  Sara  Cooper,  property  at  1 380  County  Rd., 
$320,000. 

22  Paula  M.Wardynski  to  Margaret  Q.  Dietemann,  property  at  Berkshire 
School  Rd.,  $69,000. 

25    Ewan  J.  &  Christine  E.  Fraser  to  John  C.Jones  &  Elisa  Kellerhouse, 
property  at  245  Polikoff  Rd..  $265,000. 


June 


Elizabeth  Atkin  to  Christopher  J.  &  Ashley  J.  Everett,  property  at  1 49 1 
Boardman  St..  $765,000. 


I;si 


Vince  Gulotta 

Licensed  Massage  Therapist 

-s 

■ 

#91 

v30 

Kripalu  Bodywork  and 
Therapeutic  Massage 

413-717-1543 

CARL  VAN  DEUSEN 

ELECTRICIAN  -  MA  LIC.  #36403E 

HEATING /AIR  CONDITIONING 

MA  LIC.  #BU024769  /  CT  LIC.  #353948 

OVER  30  YEARS  EXPERIENCE  IN  THE  TRADES 

ZENEX  CENTRAL  VACUUM  SYSTEMS 

AUTHORIZED  DISTRIBUTOR  -  SALES,  SERVICE, 

INSTALLATION 

PHONE:  413-229-8624 
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Calendar  Page 


July 

4 
7 
7 
9 
13 

19 
21 
21 


INDEPENDENCE  DAY 

Booktalk  by  Patricia  Schultz,  2pm  (p.  1 6) 

Oil  and  paint  disposal,  Great  Barrington,  I  1:30am  (p.  20) 

Summer  reading  camp  at  Library,  to  July  1 3  (p.  1 6) 

Housatonic  Valley  Art  League  show  at  Dewey  Hall — 

reception,  4:30-6:30pm  (p.  15) 

Booktalk  by  Tom  Driver  and  Anne  Barstow,  7pm  (p.  16) 

Hazardous  waste  collection,  Stockbridge,  9am  (p.  20) 

John  Wall  wicker  talk  and  Charlie  Flint  appraisal  (p.  24) 


August 

8  Oil  and  paint  disposal,  Great  Barrington,  I  1:30am  (p.  20) 

8  Oil  and  paint  disposal,  Lenox,  4:30pm  (p.  20) 

1 0  Housatonic  Valley  Art  League  show  at  Dewey  Hall — 
reception,  4:30-6:30pm  (p.  15) 

1 0  Bugsy  Malone  at  CRAC,  7pm  (p.  7) 

I  I  Bugsy  Malone  at  CPAC,  7pm  (p.  7) 

1 2  Bugsy  Malone  at  CPAC,  2pm  (p.  7) 

1 2  Senior  Center  picnic  at  Town  Park,  noon  (p.  20) 

15  Sheffield  Times  deadline 

1 5  Senior  Center  trip  (p.  20) 

23  Library  book  sale,  through  Aug.  25  (p.  1 6) 

25  Historical  Society  craft  fair  and  annual  dinner 

September 

8    Sheffield  in  Celebration  Fair 
8    Kiwanis  Steak  Roast 

See  also  the  listings  for  Bartholomew's  Cobble  on  p.  20 


THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES  WANTS  YOU! 


Send  us  your  news,  stories  or  photos.  Submissions  and 
suggestions  can  be  sent  to  sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 
or  P.O.  Box  1 339,  Sheffield,  MA  0 1 257 


ONGOING  CALENDAR  ITEMS 

Meetings  or  events  that  occur  on  a  less  than  weekly  basis  are  noted 
by  number -i.e.  "1s' ,  "3rd"  indicates  meetings  the  first  and  third  times 
that  day  occurs  in  the  month.    *  indicates  appointment  needed. 

Mondays: 

Food  Assistance  Program,  Old  Parish  Church,  9-1 0:30am 

Board  of  Selectmen,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  1s',  3rd 

Board  of  Health,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd 

Meals  on  Wheels,  Mon-Fri,  except  holidays 

Foot  care  clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Ctr,  1st 
Tuesdays: 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Children's  Story  Hour,  Library,  10am 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  Tues.  7am-1pm 

Senior  Center  "Lawn  Chair  Movie,"  11:30am 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission,  Town  Hall,  6:30pm,  2nd 

National  Alliance  for  the  Mentally  III  Support  Group,  Fairview 
Hospital  Library,  6:30pm,  4th 

Industrial  Development  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7:30pm,  last 

Kiwanis  Club,  Limey's  Restaurant,  6:30pm 
Wednesdays: 

Senior  Center  Knitting  Group,  1pm 
Thursdays: 

Senior  Center  physical  fitness,  9am 

Parent-Child  Playgroup,  Greenwoods  Community  Church,  9:30-11 :30am 

Planning  Board,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4th  (for  July  and  August) 

Building  Inspector,  Town  Hall,  Thurs.  3pm-7  pm 

*  Blood  Pressure  Clinic,  Dewey  Hall/Senior  Center,  9am-12pm,  2nd 

*  Hearing  Testing  available,  Senior  Center,  3rd 
Conservation  Commission,  Town  Hall,  7pm,  2nd,  4'h 

Fridays: 

Farmer's  Market,  Old  Parish  Parking  Lot,  3:30-6:30pm 
Saturdays: 

Contra  Dancing,  Sheffield  Grange,  Rte  7,  8:30pm,  4th 
Sundays: 

Men's  Group,  Old  Parish,  7:45am,  2nd 


PLEASE  SUPPORTTHE  SHEFFIELDTIMES,YOUR  COMMUNITY  NEWSLETTER! 


/  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times!  Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of '. 


made  payable  to 


the  Sheffield  Association,  PO  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01257 


Name: 


(as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address: 


(where  you  would  like  the  Sheffield  Times  sent) 
LJ  I'd  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous 
LI  /  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with 


LJ  I'd  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 


The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  Everyone  who  makes  a 
donation  will  receive  a  copy  by  mail  unless  you  tell  us  otherwise.  Please  note  on  this  form  if  you  do  not  want  it  sent,  and  we  won't  add  to 
your  recycling  pile!  Donations  are  tax-deductible  through  a  partnership  with  Berkshire  Taconic  Community  Foundation. 
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SHEFFIELD)  IN  CELEBRATION 

The  weekend  of  September  8  ! 

Rain  or  shine! 

THE  SHEFFIELD  FAIR  WILL  BE  SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  8, 3  TO  7PM 

including  the  dedication  of  the  newly  renovated  and  landscaped  Town  Hall  parking  lot  (see  p.  11  for  story). 

Enjoy  loads  of  fun  for  the  family  -  music,  food,  vendors,  exhibits,  kids  activities,  classic  cars,  and  more* 

And  don't  forget  the  climbing  wall! 

Plans  are  still  being  finalized  (with  more  musicians  being  added),  but  Tom  Ingersoll  is  back  to  MC  and  entertain 
us  with  his  songs  and  the  musical  program  will  wrap  up  with  another  return  engagement  -  from  regionally 
renowned  Yankee  Notions  who  headlined  in  2003,  thanks  to  funding  assistance  from  the  Sheffield  Cultural 
Council,.  Yankee  Notions  is  widely  know  for  their  high-spirited  programs  of  traditional  and  contemporary  songs, 
tunes  and  tales  of  New  England.  Whether  it  is  an  old  song  in  praise  of  the  farmerfs  life,  a  rollicking  sea  chantey, 
tandem  telling  of  tall  tales,  toe-tapping  dance  tunes  or  a  recent  song  about  the  character  and  characters  of  New 
England  (keep  your  ears  tuned  for  local  references!),  Yankee  Notions  promises  to  "please  the  ear,  inform  the  mind 
and  warm  the  heart". 

KIWANIS  STEAK  ROAST  &  HOSE  COMPANY  BENEFIT 

From  the  Fair  head  to  the  Kiwanis  Steak  Roast.  This  year  it  again  benefits  both  ther  Kiwanis  scholarship  fund 
and  the  Hose  Company  building  fund.  It  will  be  at  the  Fire  House  next  to  the  kids  activities  tent.  Look  for  detail 
on  tickets  closer  to  the  event. 

Top  off  the  evening  with  a  concert  at  Dewey  Hall.  Stay  tuned  for  details  closer  to  the  event. 

Questions  about  the  Celebration  or  selling,  exhibiting  or  volunteering  at  the  Fair:  Contact  Dave  Smith  229-9956 
or  westhill483@hotmail.com.  For  the  Food  Court  Barb  Davidson  (229-8091) 


Sheffield 
TIMES 

Community  Newsletter  for  Shef- 
field 6k  Ashley  Falls,  MA 
P.O.  Box  1339 
Sheffield,  MA  01257 
sheffieldtimes@hotmail.com 
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